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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The vast majority of jobs and housing in Monterey County are located in the City of Salinas and

the Monterey Peninsula, and yet there are few transportation routes connecting these areas. The
most travelled route is Highway 68, which suffers from peak congestion and barriers to roadway
widening. The second most travelled route is Highway 1 via Imjin Parkway, Reservation Road and
Blanco Road, which also experiences peak hour congestion. The Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor
Plan was developed in response to the need for a regional route through the former Fort Ord area
that will increase roadway capacity by prioritizing high quality transit, bicycling and walking as viable
alternatives to driving.

The purpose of the Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor Plan is to:

e Preserve a multi-jurisdictional corridor

¢ Plan for regional high quality transit

e Provide a regional bicycle route that will serve users of all ages and abilities

¢ Improve pedestrian safety, particularly in urban areas

e |dentify improvements that will minimize impacts to the environment, sensitive habitat lands and
prime agricultural lands

e Provide conceptual corridor designs

e Estimate the cost of implementation and identify potential sources of funding

 Provide opportunities for stakeholders and the community to shape future transportation options to
meet their needs.

The development of the Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor Plan was a collaborative effort of the
Transportation Agency for Monterey County and several partner agencies:

e County of Monterey

e City of Salinas

e City of Marina

¢ Monterey-Salinas Transit

e Fort Ord Reuse Authority

e California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMBY); and,
e Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments.

These agencies came together to develop criteria to achieve the plan goals, identify a preferred
corridor alignment that would enhance their local transportation networks and determine the

types of treatments that would make transit, bicycling and walking more attractive. These Partner
Agencies will continue to work together to secure funding and implement the plan consistently across
jurisdictional boundaries.

The first phase of the planning process focused on determining a preferred corridor route based on
an analysis of opportunities and constraints and input from stakeholders and the greater community.

The major opportunities and constraints identified include:

Constraints Opportunities
Impacts to sensitive habitat lands through the Urban areas with potential for transit-oriented
former Fort Ord area development

Impacts to prime agricultural land Popular regional destinations such as academic
institutions, downtowns, and major employment
centers

Ability to fill gaps in existing bicycle and
pedestrian networks

Impacts to CSUMB’s campus core

Cost of bridgework to cross the Salinas River

Cost of widening Reservation Road Between
East Garrison Road and South Davis Road

Through the public engagement with partner agencies, interest groups and members of the
community, the Transportation Agency formed a recommendation for a preferred corridor alignment
(see Figure ES-1). The recommended corridor alignment begins at the proposed Monterey Branch
Line Light Rail station at 8th Street, providing access to future transit and bicycle connections to
Peninsula cities, and continues along 8th Street to 9th Street. From 9th Street the corridor continues
up 2nd Avenue through the Dunes development area to Imjin Parkway. The corridor stays along Imjin
Parkway to Reservation Road and down Reservation Road to East Garrison Drive. This route provides
direct access to regional shopping and entertainment, academic institutions, health care, resources
for veterans, and housing. To better serve the East Garrison development and avoid the costly curve
on Reservation Road, the corridor turns down East Garrison Drive from Reservation Road. From East
Garrison Drive the corridor heads east on Sherman Boulevard, down Sloat Street to Watkins Gate
Road and back out to Reservation Road via Watkins Gate Road. From the East Garrison Development
the corridor continues on Reservation Road to Davis Road. At the intersection of Davis Road and
Blanco Road, the corridor shifts East on Blanco Road and accesses Salinas and the Intermodal Transit
Center via W. Alisal Street and Lincoln Avenue.

Although Blanco Road is not a part of the long-term regional multimodal corridor, it is recommended
that it serve as an interim multimodal corridor until the Reservation Road and South Davis Road
sections are developed.

The second phase of the planning process was focused on developing the preferred conceptual
roadway design features along the recommended corridor route. Enhanced transit, bicycle and
pedestrian treatments were considered to provide attractive alternatives to driving.

High Quality Transit - The corridor will provide a high quality transit route designed to be
competitive with the automobile. Between Marina and Salinas, high quality transit will take the

form of bus service that arrives every 15 minutes, makes fewer stops, provides more amenities at
bus stops, and serves popular destinations. Proposed features include transit priority at signalized
intersections, bus-only lanes on 2nd Avenue and Imjin Parkway in Marina, a separate busway along
Imjin Parkway between Imjin Road and Reservation Road, longer distance between stops, and transit
stops with attractive amenities.

Enhanced bicycle facilities — To provide a safer and more comfortable connection between the
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail on the coast and major population center Salinas, the corridor
will provide enhanced bicycle facilities along the entire route. These enhanced bicycle facilities

will offer physical barriers that provide more separation between fast-moving motor vehicles and
bicyclists. The presence of both “on-road” and “off-road” facilities along the majority of the corridor
will provide options for bicyclists of all ages, speeds and abilities. Proposed bicycle facilities include:
bicycle lanes on Lincoln Avenue and buffered bicycle lanes along W. Alisal in Salinas, a two-way
protected bicycle path connecting the East Garrison development and Salinas, and separated multiuse
paths and buffered bicycle lanes in Marina.

Safer Pedestrian Treatments — — Improved pedestrian facilities will provide safer access to

and from high quality transit stops and support walking along the corridor. Proposed improvements
include separate multiuse paths, sidewalks, lighting, and crossing enhancements such as bulb-outs
and pedestrian refuge medians.

The Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor Plan sets a long-term vision that will take decades to
implement. Improvements will need to be made incrementally over time and as funding becomes
available. However, there are several actions that can be taken in the near-term to jump-start
projects along the corridor.

Memorandum of Understanding - a Memorandum of Understanding will be developed to
signed by all Partner Agencies to memorialize the new alignment of the Marina-Salinas Multimodal
Corridor and provide conceptual assurance that the plan is supported by all Partner Agencies. This
Memorandum of Understanding will replace all previous agreements referencing a multimodal
corridor between Marina and Salinas through the former Fort Ord Area.

Policy Amendments - To assure that new development supports the corridor, local planning
documents must be amended to reflect the preferred alignment, accommodate the proposed
conceptual design and provide opportunities for transit-oriented development. These changes will
constitute minor amendments to General Plans, Specific Plans and Zoning Codes and will likely
require some level of environmental review.

Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Wayfinding Signage — The Transportation Agency has
budgeted funds to develop a regional bicycle and pedestrian wayfinding plan and sign program. The
Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor will be identified as a regional route in the Wayfinding Plan and
appropriate signage will be designed.

West Alisal Road Diet & Lincoln Avenue Improvements — In 2014, the Transportation Agency
awarded the City of Salinas Regional Surface Transportation Program funds to design the West Alisal
Road Diet and Lincoln Avenue improvements consistent with the conceptual plans in the Salinas
Downtown Vibrancy Plan and Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor Plan. Design work will begin in
Spring 2015.

South Davis Road Bridge and Widening Project — The County plans to widen South Davis Road
(south of Blanco Road) from two to four lanes and construct a new bridge over the Salinas River. The
County has included the proposed Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor conceptual designs for South
Davis Road as an alternative in the environmental review documents for the project. Environmental
review will conclude in summer 2015 and a preferred project alternative will be selected by the Board
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of Supervisors. The Transportation Agency will support the project alternative that is consistent with
the Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor Plan.

Coordination with Developments Under Construction — The Marina-Salinas Multimodal
Corridor passes through the Dunes development in Marina and the East Garrison development in the
County. Both developers were consulted throughout the planning process to determine how to best
incorporate multimodal features in the corridor. Minor modifications to designs will be required to
accommodate the proposed Multimodal Corridor, these changes will be reflected in the Memorandum
of Understanding and signed by the County of Monterey and City of Marina.

Related Projects

Through the planning process, several projects came to light that have the potential to enhance the
Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor. Although the following projects and concepts could not be fully
explored during the Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor planning process, they merit further study:

East Alisal Street Corridor Study — The East Alisal corridor study will identify improvements for
transit, bicycling and walking in one of the lowest income and highest transit ridership corridors in
Monterey County. The City of Salinas has applied for a Caltrans planning grant to conduct this study.

Highway 68 Corridor Study —The Highway 68 Corridor study will evaluate current and future
travel patterns between Salinas and the Monterey Peninsula and the feasibility of State Route 68
improvements.

Fort Ord Recreational Trail and Greenway — The Fort Ord Recreation Trail and Greenway
(FORTAG) proposes two connected regional loop trails totaling 28 miles, most of which is in the
former Fort Ord area. These trails will improve access to recreational areas and open space from the
Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor.

2nd Avenue Extension and Improvements — The City of Marina plans to extend 2nd Avenue
from Imjin Parkway north to Reindollar Avenue. The 2nd Avenue extension will provide a critical link
for transit, bicyclists and pedestrians between the Multimodal Corridor and Downtown Marina. As the
existing sections of 2nd Avenue develop, there are opportunities for

Monterey Branch Line Busway — Monterey-Salinas Transit is proposing to build an express
busway adjacent to the railroad tracks in or along Highway 1 and the Monterey Branch Line right-
of-way. The busway will connect to the Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor at 8th Street, providing
unhindered bus travel from Marina to Downtown Monterey.

Cal State University, Monterey Bay Master Plan Update — The University is updating its
campus master plan and supports improved transit, bicycle and pedestrian access plan. Parallel
routes and access to the Multimodal Corridor can be an important feature of this update.

Figure ES-1: Preferred Alignment
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1. INTRODUCTION

The largest population and employment centers in Monterey County are located in the Gity of Salinas
and along the Monterey Peninsula, resulting in substantial travel demand between those two areas.
The existing transportation network that connects the City of Salinas and the Monterey Peninsula,
which includes Highway 68 and the Blanco Road/Imjin Parkway corridor, is already stretched to its
limits. The state highways are overloaded and experience daily backups. The local street network
experiences delays and queuing in the peak periods. The main bus route making this connection,
Route 20, is the busiest in the entire regional system, carrying over 468,000 riders annually.

Furthermore, transportation demand on the roadway network is anticipated to continue to grow. By
2035, nearly 60 percent of Monterey County residents are projected to live in the City of Salinas or
the Monterey Peninsula (Marina, Seaside, Monterey, Pacific Grove, Sand City) and approximately
100,000 daily commute trips are forecast between these two areas. The existing roadway network
is not capable of supporting that level of trip demand without deteriorating the quality of life for the
local residents. While some expansion of auto capacity is planned, expanding the roadway network
to fully handle forecast demands is in conflict with the region’s prioritization of sustainable growth,
preservation of agricultural lands and greenhouse gas reductions. The region has identified improving
active transportation and public transit as essential solutions to meet the growing transportation
demands while satisfying environmental and sustainability objectives.

In light of the demands for travel between Salinas and the Monterey Peninsula and the emphasis

0on encouraging non-auto modes, the provision of enhanced transit, bicycle and pedestrian facilities

is a critical element in satisfying demand in the corridor. Facilities for non-auto modes are currently
limited in between Marina and Salinas. Bicycle and pedestrian facilities are discontinuous or not
present. Transit modes face the same congestion as mixed-flow traffic and thus are often not travel
time competitive with auto travel. For example, while more than 50 percent of homes and 65 percent
of jobs within Monterey County are within an eight-minute walk of a transit stop, average transit times
are 150 percent longer than by private auto. As a result, the transit mode share for commute trips is
just three percent countywide, and closer to one percent for Salinas residents.

By improving transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities, residents will have alternatives to auto travel
that are competitive in terms of travel time and comfort. Improving mobility options is extremely
valuable for a community such as Salinas where nearly 22 percent of residents live below the poverty
line. Enhancing the competitiveness of non-auto travel modes will likely serve to reduce auto demand
in the long-term and help to achieve the region’s sustainability goals, including a targeted five percent
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2035. Enhancing multimodal facilities has proven to be
effective at achieving sustainability objectives in communities throughout the country. For example,
Portland and Seattle have both invested heavily in bicycle and transit infrastructure in the last decade
and have seen measurable shifts in mode shift to transit and active transportation modes, indicating
that residents are taking advantage of the new facilities.

Improving the Salinas to Monterey Peninsula connection is critical when considering the region’s
planned transportation network. Preparations for the extension of rail service from the Bay Area to
the Salinas Valley are well under way. Connecting to the west end of the corridor, plans for providing
light rail or high-quality bus rapid transit service between Monterey and Marina have been developed.
Providing a high-quality transit connection between those major regional systems would be an
essential piece in the regional transportation network. Enhancing transit service in the Marina-Salinas
Corridor would perfectly align with the region’s greater vision and contained in the adopted Regional
Transportation Plan and Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

A multimodal corridor spanning between Marina and Salinas has long been an essential element of
regional and local planning in the area. A “transit corridor” was included in the Ford Ord Base Reuse
Plan, adopted along with its Final Environmental Impact Report in 1997, which governed the
development of the former military base located along the corridor. This alignment was included in
the City of Marina’s General Plan and has been included in Regional Transportation Plans. In 2010,
ten public entities and jurisdictions signed a Memorandum of Agreement to shift the “Multi-Modal
Transit Corridor” to Inter-Garrison Rd/Reservation Rd and Davis Rd to access Salinas. While a variety
of alignments have been considered for the multimodal corridor, no work had previously been
conducted regarding the feasibility of any alignments, nor any definition of the facilities to be provided
along the multimodal corridor.

Figure 1-1: Vicinity Map
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1.1 Type of Improvements to be Considered

A multimodal corridor is generally defined as a transportation corridor or connected set of corridors
with features that encourage the use of a variety of modes. In this study, improvements will focus on
transit, bicycle and pedestrian modes to enhance the roadway facilities that currently are designed to
support auto travel.

With respect to transit, the improvements are intended to facilitate the introduction of a new bus
rapid transit route that spans the length of the corridor. Bus rapid transit is a mode of transit that
blends the flexibility and low-cost of bus service with the enhanced effectiveness and competitiveness
of fixed-rail service. While bus rapid transit uses buses operating on rubber tires instead of rails,

it includes a combination of added amenities such as enhanced stations, passenger information
displays, dedicated travel lanes or travelways, and priority at signalized intersections. Bus rapid transit
service is frequent and all-day, providing a dependable transportation option . Compared to existing
transit services in the corridor, the planned bus rapid service is more frequent, provides faster trip
times, and includes enhanced amenities at the stations, such as enhanced shelters, passenger
information systems, and possibly off-board fare payment. Bus rapid transit is characterized by

fewer stops, which may mean a longer walk to the nearest stop for some riders as a trade-off to the
reduced overall travel time. It is anticipated that the bus rapid transit system will overlay on top of
existing local bus routes. The local routes are anticipated to maintain their existing closely-spaced
stops, although changes in local bus frequency or alignment may occur to optimize the system.

One purpose of the Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor is to accommodate bicyclists with a wide
range of abilities, comfort levels, and trip purposes. This leads to the need to provide a range of
bicycle facilities to accommodate the full spectrum of users. Experienced riders making commute
trips often seek on-road facilities that require limited out of direction travel and provide for high travel
speeds. Less experienced riders generally require facilities that are well separated from high-speed
auto traffic with limited conflict points. The multimodal corridor seeks to provide facilities that can
accommodate the range of bicyclists reasonably expected to use the facilities, given nearby land uses
and anticipated trip types.

Pedestrian activity in the corridor will primarily occur in urban areas. There are long segments of
agricultural or open space in the mid-section of the corridor that generate little to no pedestrian
activity. Improvements in the corridor will seek to improve the connectivity of land uses within a typical
walkshed through the provision of sidewalks, mixed use paths and enhanced roadway crossings.

Figure 1-1 depicts a vicinity map of the study area.

Enhanced bicycle facilities, like Buffered Bike Lanes, provide a more comfortable environment for bicyclists of
varying ability levels.

1.2 Project Process

The Transportation Agency of Monterey County (TAMC), in close cooperation with the City of
Salinas, County of Monterey, City of Marina, the Fort Ord Reuse Authority (FORA), Monterey-Salinas
Transit (MST), Cal State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB), the Association of Monterey Bay Area
Governments (AMBAG) and other affected agencies, undertook this study to further define the
multimodal corridor, obtain public input, and bring it closer to fruition. The project has the following
key milestones:

¢ Define the preferred alignment through consensus building and public input;
e |dentify corridor multimodal elements through stakeholder and public input;
e Prepare conceptual plan lines; and

e Prepare conceptual opinions of probable cost.

To achieve these objectives, the project was divided into two phases. Each phase included extensive
opportunities for public input, public presentations, and consensus building amongst stakeholders.

e Phase 1: Analysis of Potential Alignments

» Assessment of potential corridor roadway segments

» Development of corridor alignment alternatives
»  Analysis of opportunities and constraints for alignment alternatives
»  Selection of a preferred alignment

v

¢ Phase 2: Detailed Development of Corridor Elements
» Development of corridor design concepts
»  Analysis of corridor integration with existing/planned multimodal system and land use
implications and Transit-Oriented Development opportunities
» Assessment of project costs and implementation prioritization

This report documents the project process, findings of the technical analysis, public and stakeholder

involvement, and the agreed upon outcomes. A large number of graphics are contained in this report
to help illustrate the concepts and solutions considered for the corridor. Many of these graphics have
been distributed to the public and key stakeholders throughout the project process to help inform and
assist in decision-making.
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2. PLANNING CONTEXT

In order to define a final alignment for the multimodal corridor, it is important to understand the past
and current planning efforts related to the Marina-Salinas Corridor, as well as other key projects
immediately in the vicinity of the corridor.

The 1997 Fort Ord Base Reuse Plan proposed an alignment for a multimodal right-of-way from State
Route 1 to 8th Street and Imjin Parkway in Marina and then Blanco Road and Davis Road in Monterey
County to the train station in the City of Salinas. In 2010, FORA, California State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), MST, University of California Santa Cruz (UCSC), Golden Gate University, the County

of Monterey, the City of Marina, and TAMC signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) accepting

a revised alignment. The alignment identified in the 2010 MOA followed 9th Street, 5th Avenue

and Inter-Garrison Road through Marina, continuing along Inter-Garrison through the East Garrison
development, connecting to Reservation Road. The City of Marina’s General Plan currently identifies
the previously agreed-upon alignment along Imjin Road and Imjin Parkway . For reference, the
alignment figure included in the City of Marina’s General Plan is provided in Appendix A.

In 2003, TAMC purchased the Monterey Branch Line alignment, an existing rail spur extending
between Monterey and Castroville. In the following years, TAMC and MST progressed with planning
efforts to evaluate the potential for future fixed guideway service along the Monterey Peninsula,

Figure 2-1. Planned Monterey
Peninsula Fixed Guideway Alignment

including a planned station near 8th Street and Highway 1 in Marina. MST is currently working
towards implementing bus rapid transit service within the Monterey Branch Line corridor or adjacent
roadways. The service would operate between Marina and Monterey. Extensive stakeholder and public
outreach, supported by technical analysis, led to the selection of light-rail transit as the preferred
long-term alternative in the Monterey Branch Line corridor. The proposed Monterey Peninsula Fixed
Guideway Alignment is shown in Figure 2-1,

In addition to the Monterey Branch Line, TAMC is also in the process of designing and implementing
a passenger rail service extension from San Jose in Santa Clara County, where Capital Corridor now
terminates, to Monterey County with stations planned for Pajaro/Watsonville, Castroville and Salinas.
The Salinas Commuter Rail Extension corridor map is shown in Figure 2-2. The planned addition of
these two major transit connections in Monterey County provides further justification for providing a

quality multimodal connection between Marina and Salinas .

The City of Salinas recently completed the Downtown Salinas Vibrancy Plan, a community-based
vision and implementation blueprint for a vibrant downtown.. The plan includes recommendations to
improve pedestrian and bicycle circulation, implement parking strategies, improve economic vitality,
and develop a sense of place through art, culture and streetscape features. Development of the
Marina-Salinas Multimodal Corridor Conceptual Plan included close collaboration with the City of
Salinas and the Downtown Salinas Vibrancy Plan team to ensure consistent recommendations for the
transportation network within downtown Salinas.

It is the goal of this study to supplement these previous initial
planning efforts with a more-detailed analysis in order to
confirm the final desired alignment and the configuration of
that alignment. By designating a final alignment and identifying
potential design elements of this alignment, TAMC and other
local agencies can continue with the planning of future
development and transportation facilities, and in particular, bus
rapid transit service between Marina and Salinas.

Other adopted local and regional plans that could require
amendment to reflect the final alignment of the multimodal
corridor include:

Monterey County General Plan

City of Salinas General Plan

City of Marina General Plan

The Dunes at Monterey Bay Specific Plan

2007 California State University Monterey Bay Master Plan
2010 Memorandum of Agreement for Alignment of the
Multimodal Corridor

Fort Ord Base Reuse Plan

e East Garrison Specific Plan

Figure 2-2: Planned Salinas Commuter Rall
Extension Map
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL
ALIGNMENTS

3.1 Roadway Segments Considered

The first step in the corridor concept development process involved the identification of potential
roadway segments to be considered as part of the multimodal corridor alignment. Potential roadway
segments to be considered were identified based on review of previous plans for the Marina-

Salinas corridor (i.e. TAMC federal “TIGER” Grant Application, City of Marina General Plan, previous
Memoranda of Understanding), input from project stakeholders and each of the jurisdictions through
which the corridor extends, and review of key origins and destinations along potential roadway
segments. Key origins and destinations identified in this initial assessment include, but are not limited
to, the following:

e City of Salinas — Hartnell College, City/County Government Center, Downtown, Amtrak Station
(known as the Salinas Intermodal Transportation Center), Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) Bus
Transit Center;

¢ Unincorporated Monterey County — East Garrison Development, University of California
Monterey Bay Educational Science and Technology Center (UC MBEST);

e City of Marina — Cal State University Monterey Bay, 8th Street Transit Center, future Monterey
Branch Line stations, planned VA Hospital, AMCAL student housing, The Dunes at Monterey Bay
development, Marina Heights, regional retail center.

Figure 3-1 shows the initial roadway segments identified for consideration as part of the multimodal
corridor alignment. To assist in the selection of a corridor, the team identified the general
characteristics of each initial roadway segment in terms of planning context, transportation and land
use opportunities and constraints (Appendix B).

Key destinations, such as the MST Bus Transit Center in Salinas, were identified when
evaluating potential benefits of corridor alignment options.

3.2 Corridor Alignment Alternatives

Based on the assessment of potential roadway segments considered for the Marina-Salinas corridor,
five distinct corridor alignment alternatives were developed, representing various routing options

to connect Marina and Salinas. For the purposes of this study, the corridor terminus points were
understood to be the Salinas Intermodal Transportation Center and the proposed 8th Street MST Transit
Station in Marina, which is anticipated to be located east of the 8th Street overcrossing of Highway 1.

Figure 3-2 shows the corridor alignment alternatives defined for further review. The five alignment
alternatives defined for further assessment are summarized as follows :

e Alignment Alternative 1: This alignment begins at the 8th Street MST Transit Station in Marina,
then runs along 8th Street, 9th Street, 2nd Avenue, Imjin Parkway, Reservation Road, and Blanco
Road to the Davis Road/Blanco Road intersection. From this point, the alignment may follow one of
two routes to the corridor terminus in Salinas: Option A follows Davis Road and Market Street to the
Salinas Intermodal Transportation Center; Option B follows Blanco Road, Alisal Street, and Lincoln
Avenue to the rail station. (Alignment shown in Red in Figure 3-2)

e Alignment Alternative 2: This alignment follows Alignment 1, except that it follows Reservation
Road to Davis Road to the Davis Road/Blanco Road intersection (rather than Blanco Road).
(Alignment shown in Purple in Figure 3-2)

e Alignment Alternative 3: This alignment begins at the 8th Street MST Transit Station in Marina,
then runs along 8th Street, 9th Street, 5th Avenue, Inter-Garrison Road, Reservation Road, and
Davis Road to the Davis Road/Blanco Road intersection. (Alignment shown in Blue in Figure 3-2)

e Alignment Alternative 4: This alignment is similar to Alternative 2, except that it does not take
2nd Avenue to Imjin Parkway, but instead travels stays on 9th Street to 8th Street, Imjin Road and
then to Imjin Parkway. It also diverts from Reservation Road through the East Garrison development
before returning to Reservation Road. (Alignment shown in Green in Figure 3-2)

e Alignment Alternative 5: This alignment follows Alternative 3 through Marina, but within East
Garrison, stays on Sherman Boulevard to Sloat Street and Watkins Gate Road to reach Reservation
Road. To reach Salinas, instead of turning on Davis Road as in Alternative 3, it continues to State
Route 68, which turns into S. Main Street, then turns at Clay Street to Lincoln Avenue and to the
corridor terminus in Salinas. (Alignment shown in in Figure 3-2)
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4. ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL
ALIGNMENTS

In order to compare the relative benefits associated with each of the corridor alignment alternatives,
a detailed assessment of each alignment alternative was performed. This assessment identified how
the alternative under consideration could enhance travel opportunities (speed, convenience, potential
to attract non-auto trips, environmental benefits) and noted constraints that might limit the options
for corridor development and/or land use integration. To guide this assessment, Kimley-Horn obtained
a variety of available data from TAMC and other stakeholder agencies, including available aerial
imagery, topographic and right-of-way mapping, existing and projected traffic data, planned and
proposed roadway project information, environmental data, existing and planned transit system data,
and relevant land use and transportation planning documents and studies within the corridor study
area.

The following sections provide a brief discussion of the general opportunities and constraints
associated each alignment alternative as they relate to these focus areas:

e Existing and Planned Roadway System
e Existing and Planned Multimodal System (pedestrian, bicycle and transit considerations)
e Sensitive Lands (habitat, floodplain, agricultural land constraints)

e | and Use and Development Potential

4.1 Existing and Planned Roadway System

The existing and future roadway network considered for the potential multimodal corridor alignment
was studied to identify potential opportunities to enhance multimodal elements, or potential
constraints that would limit opportunities to improve the functionality of certain streets for non-auto
users. Brand new roadways are not proposed in order minimize potential impacts to sensitive habitats
and agricultural land. For each roadway considered for the proposed corridor alignment, the roadway
system evaluation focused on the following:

e Existing street right-of-way widths were determined in order to identify potential to provide quality
bicycle facilities, sidewalks and/or transit only lanes.

e Currently planned and programmed roadway improvements were identified and evaluated for
potential to incorporate multimodal enhancements.

e Existing and projected future traffic volumes (where available) were evaluated to identify potential
capacity constraints that could impact transit operations.

¢ Bottleneck points, such as the Davis Road bridge or Blanco Road bridge over the Salinas River
were identified to highlight locations where potential widening to provide additional capacity or
multimodal facilities may prove challenging or costly.

Figure 4-1 shows the existing and planned roadway system within the portions of the City of Salinas
and unincorporated Monterey County within the project study area. Figure 4-2 shows the existing
and planned roadway system within the vicinity of the study area in the City of Marina. These figures
identify the right-of-way widths, number of existing and proposed travel lanes, average daily traffic
volumes, and proposed improvement projects for key roadway segments considered for the potential
corridor alignment.

4.2 Existing and Planned Multimodal System

For the purposes of this assessment, the existing and planned “multimodal system” includes current
and planned pedestrian facilities (sidewalks, trails, crossings), bicycle facilities (on-street and off-
street facilities) and transit systems (local and regional MST bus service, passenger rail service). It is
important to understand the existing and future planning context of the multimodal facilities within the
study area in order to identify corridor alignment options that provide opportunities to fill gaps in the
existing network and/or compliment and integrate with the existing network. The multimodal system
evaluation focused on the following:

¢ Opportunities to connect with existing or planned MST bus transit hubs (Salinas Transit Center,
planned Marina MST Transit Station) and other major transit stations (Salinas Intermodal
Transportation Center, future Monterey Branch Line Station at 8th Street);

e Existing MST bus stops and corridors with high ridership in order to identify corridor alignment
segments with good ridership potential;

e Existing and currently proposed on-street bicycle facilities and off-street pedestrian/bicycle trails in
order to evaluate opportunities to integrate with potential multimodal corridor alignments;

o Streets with high on-street parking utilization, multiple driveways or high traffic speeds and
volumes, as these locations may pose challenges when considering pedestrian and bicycle
improvements; and

¢ Opportunities to jump-start and/or refine potential planned bicycle/pedestrian/transit improvement
projects.

Figure 4-3 shows the existing and planned pedestrian system within the vicinity of the study corridor.

The existing and planned bicycle systems within the corridor study area are shown in Figure 4-4 and
Figure 4-5, respectively.

Figure 4-6 shows the existing and planned transit system within the corridor study area.

4.3 Environmental Considerations

Monterey County contains some of California’s most valuable agricultural land and wildlife

habitat. In assessing alignment alternatives for the multimodal corridor, it is important to consider
environmentally sensitive resources, such as agricultural lands, critical habitats and regional open
space preserves that could potentially be impacted by widening or other roadway improvements
proposed in conjunction with the multimodal corridor. In addition to potential constraints to roadway
widening, adjacent agricultural lands can also create conflicts with bicyclists and pedestrians on
streets utilized by agricultural equipment. For each roadway considered for the proposed corridor
alignment, the evaluation of environmentally sensitive land included identification of the following:

e Sensitive agricultural lands within the vicinity of the potential corridor alignments using GIS
mapping data provided by the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG);

e Critical habitat areas within the vicinity of the potential corridor alignments using GIS mapping data
created by the California Department of Fish and Game;

¢ While not necessarily a concern in terms of environmentally sensitive lands/resource<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>