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TRANSPORTATION

Pedalers p

Brother, sister on
tandem win bike
vs. car challenge

By DAWN WITHERS
The Salinas Califomian

In a race through congested Sali-
nas sireets Tuesday morning,
human power prevailed over horse-
powet.

Taking just less than 18 minutes to
pedal the course from north to
south Salinas, sister-and-brother
bicycling team Chrys Miller and

Gordon Babbit beat a minivan to the - k

finish line during the Bike vs, Car
Challenge organized as. part o‘f the

Transportation Agency for ' Mon-~

terey County’s Bike Week.

The race started at 7:50 am. at
Natividad Plaza Shopping Center
on Alvin Drive at Natividad Road
and ran five miles to Star Center on
South Main Street at Blanco Road.

The cycling duo raced and won
last year on iwo separate bikes.
They won this year riding a tandem
that Babhit built nearly 20 yeats ago.

Both Miller and Babbit said they
are avid cyclists who use their bikes
for most of their transportation
needs. Miller said she rides her hike
every day to her job in Oldtown and
does it because it's something she
enjoys.

“For me, biking is fun,” Miller said.

Bike Week is organized by TAMC
but supported by numerous other
government agencies and commu-
nity groups.

"TAMC Executive Director Debhie
Hale and Salinas police Officer Rich
Lopez rode bicycles alongside
Miller and Babbit.

revail in race

Chrys Millet,
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left, and Gordon Babbit, brother and sister, beat a minivan

Tuesday, covering the five miles to Star Shopping Center in 18 minutes.

The goal of the week of events is
to promote bicycling as an alterna-
tive to driving. Proponents say
cycling reduces traffic congestion,
protects the environment and
improves riders’ health.

James Serrano, fransportation
planner for Salinas, and Kaki Chen,
a transportation planner with
TAMC, said Bike Week and its
events are meant to show people
that riding a bike is not only safe and
convenient but offers savings
because cyclists don't have to buy
gas.

“{We need to reduce traffic conges-
tion,” Serrano said,

Also on Tuesday, Salinas Mayor
Dennis Donohue rode a bike to
the City Council meeting. Dono-
hue was joined by other City
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TO GET INVOLVED

| TODAY: The Ride of Silence begins
at 7 pam. to honor cyclists killed or
hurt while riding on the road. The
event starts at 440 Harcourt Ave.,
Seaside.

m THURSDAY: Bike to Work and
School Day; sites located throughout
Monterey County. Visit
www.iamcmonterey.org/ bikeweek.

Council members and elementary:
school students on a two-block:
stretch from the Steinbeck Library
at 350 Lincoln Ave. to City Hall at
200 Lincoln Ave.

Contact Dawn Withers
at withers@thecalifornian.com.




