
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, February 2, 2012, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Transportation Agency for Monterey County Conference Room 
55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas 

 
AGENDA 

 
Complete agenda packets are on display at the Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
office and at these public libraries: Carmel, Monterey, Salinas Steinbeck Branch, Seaside, 
Prunedale, and King City. Any person who has a question concerning an item on this agenda 
may call the Agency Secretary to make inquiry concerning the nature of the item described 
on the agenda. Please recycle this agenda. 
  
1. ROLL CALL:  Call to order and self-introductions.  According to Transportation 

Agency and Committee bylaws, Committee membership consists of representatives 
from the Transportation Agency voting and ex-officio members, and other agencies 
that may be appointed by the Transportation Agency. Currently the Committee 
membership includes representatives from 12 Cities, the County, MST, Caltrans, City 
of Watsonville, the Air District, and AMBAG, for a total of 18 members. Five 
members of the Technical Advisory Committee, representing voting members of the 
Transportation Agency Board of Directors, constitute a quorum for transaction of 
the business of the committee.  If you are unable to attend, please contact the 
Committee coordinator.  Your courtesy to the other members to assure a quorum is 
appreciated. 

  
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Any member of the public may address the Committee on 

any item not on the agenda but within the jurisdiction of Transportation Agency and 
Technical Advisory Committee.  Comments on items on today's agenda may be 
given when that agenda item is discussed. 

  

 BEGINNING OF CONSENT AGENDA: Approve the staff recommendations for 
item 3.1 below by majority vote with one motion.  Any member may pull an item off 
the Consent Agenda to be moved to the end of the CONSENT AGENDA for 
discussion and action. 

  
3.1 APPROVE minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee meeting of  

January 12, 2012. – Mike Zeller     Pages 4 - 6 
  
 END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
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4. RECOMMEND Transportation Agency adopt a “roundabout first” policy 
advocating inclusion of roundabout alternatives as part of intersection alternative 
analysis’ conducted for any major planned intersection. – Muck 
         Pages 7 - 10 
 
The number of modern roundabouts in the United States has grown from 
approximately 38 roundabouts in 2000 to more that 2,000 by 2010.  Safety, 
environmental and operational benefits support utilizing the modern roundabout 
at intersections unless engineering analysis determines the roundabout alternative 
inappropriate for the location.   

  
5. PROVIDE feedback on the proposed count locations for the 2011 regional traffic 

counts program. – Zeller      Pages 11 - 14 
 
The Regional Traffic Counts Program monitors traffic volumes twice per year on 
Monterey County roadways.  This contract with Quality Traffic Data, selected by a 
competitive bid, is lower cost than previous agreements.  The collected data is used 
in planning, such as the fee program, provides information for the regional model, 
and helps to secure state funding.

  
6. RECEIVE presentation on Street Maintenance Fee concept.  

– Bachman         Pages 15 - 16 
 
The historical user fee to fund streets and roads has been the state fuel tax.  The 
purchasing power of the tax has eroded to the point that only a fraction of ongoing 
maintenance and operations costs are fundable from that source.  Another user fee 
concept is the Street Maintenance Fee which is collected from property owners or 
tenants based on trip generation. 

  
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS and/or COMMENTS from Technical Advisory Committee 

members.        No Enclosure 
  
8. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Next Committee meeting will be on 
Thursday, March 1, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. 

TAMC Conference Room 
55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas 

  
REMINDER: If you have any items for the next Committee Agenda, please submit them to: 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County; Attn: Todd Muck; 55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas, 
CA 93901, E-mail: todd@tamcmonterey.org.  
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The Committee Agenda will be prepared by Agency staff and will close at noon Friday, 
February 17, 2012, nine (9) working days before the regular meeting.  Any member may 
request in writing an item to appear on the agenda.  The request shall be made by the agenda 
deadline and any supporting papers must be furnished by that time or be readily available. 
 
Documents relating to an item on the open session that are distributed to the Committee less 
than 72 hours prior to the meeting shall be available for public inspection at the office of the 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County, 55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas, CA.  Documents 
distributed to the Committee at the meeting by staff will be available at the meeting; documents 
distributed to the Committee by members of the public shall be made available after the 
meeting. 
 

Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas, CA 93901-2902 

Monday thru Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
TEL: 831-775-0903 
FAX: 831-775-0897

 
If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to 
persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 (42 USC Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in 
implementation thereof. Individuals requesting a disability-related modification or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may contact Transportation Agency 
at 831-775-0903. Auxiliary aids or services include wheelchair accessible facilities, sign 
language interpreters, Spanish Language interpreters and printed materials, and printed 
materials in large print, Braille or on disk. These requests may be made by a person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the 
public meeting, and should be made at least 72 hours before the meeting. All reasonable 
efforts will be made to accommodate the request. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, MEDIA CLIPPINGS 
Online at www.tamcmonterey.org 

 None this month. 
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      TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

 Meeting Held At The 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County Conference Room 

55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas 
Draft Minutes of January 12, 2012 
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Dale Lipp – Vice Chair, 
Greenfield (M. Ranker) 
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O. Hurtado – King City 
(M. Powers) 
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N. Khayata, Chair, Marina 
(M. Bozorginia) 
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R. Deal, – Monterey, (A. 
Renny) 
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Mike Zimmer – Pacific Grove 
(Lynn Burgess) 
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J. Serrano – Salinas  
(R. Russell) 
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S. Matarazzo – Sand City 
(R. Simonitch) 

- - - 
 

-   -  - 

L. Llantero– Seaside 
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D. Wilcox–Soledad 
(S. McHarris) 

- - -  -  P -  - 

P. Lopez, MCPW 
(R. Sauerwein, R. Martinez) 
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N. Nichols- Monterey County 
Redevelopment  (K. Garza) 
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R. Deshazo - AMBAG 
(B. Patel) 
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B. Rider– Caltrans 
(M. McCumsey, J. Olejnik) 
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M. Tolbert  - CSUMB 
(A. Spear) 

      P P  P 

A. Romero– MBUAPCD P(A) P(A) -  P P  -  P 

J. Feeney – FORA 
(J. Arnold) 

- - -  P   -  - 

H. Harvath – MST 
(M. Hernandez, M. Gallant) 

- P(A) -  - P(A)  -  P(A) 

Debbie Hale - - -  P  P -  - 
Don Bachman - - -  -  P P  - 
Mike Zeller P P -  P P  -  P 
Kaki Cheung  P P  P  P -  - 
Andy Cook P P -  P  P P  - 
Todd Muck P P P  P P P P  P 
Hank Myers P P P  - P P P  P 

Christina Watson - - -  -   P  P 
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OTHERS PRESENT: 
 Kristen Hoschouer TAMC Keith Higgins Hatch Mott 
 Anais Schenk AMBAG Mike Cooper URS 
 Dave Delfino TAMC Jim Cullem Harris & Assoc 
 Dan Takas Hatch Mott Raul Martinez County of Monterey 
 Mark McCumsey Caltrans D5 Amy Clymo MBUAPCD 
  
  
1. ROLL CALL 

Chair Khayata, City of Marina, called the meeting to order at 9:35a.m. Introductions were given, 
and a quorum was confirmed. 

  

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 None. 

  

3. BEGINNING OF CONSENT AGENDA  
  

M/S/C Lipp/Romero/unanimous 
3.1 Approved minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee meeting of October 6, 2011. 
3.2 Received a list of on-call consultants for marketing and graphic design assistance. 
3.3 Received schedule of 2012 Technical Advisory Committee meetings. 
3.4 Received information about the National Institute courses scheduled for Monterey County. 

 
 END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
  

4. 2012 COMMITTEE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

M/S/C 
 

Serrano/Lopez/unanimous 
 
The Committee appointed Dale Lipp of the Technical Advisory Committee to serve as the 2012 
Chair and Patricia Lopez as Vice-Chair and recognized outgoing Chair Nourdin Khayta for his 
service during 2011. 

Todd Muck, Principal Transportation Planner, reported that the Technical Advisory Committee 
chairmanship changes each calendar year. The Committee needs to elect the 2012 Chair and 
Vice-Chair to serve the remainder of the Technical Advisory Committee’s 2012 meetings. 

  
5. MONTEREY BRANCH LINE LAND USE 

 The Committee received a presentation on Monterey Branch Line station land use. 

Kristen Hoschouer, Associate Transportation Planner, reported on the ways that cities and 
communities can develop policies and practices to encourage transit-oriented development and 
walkability around stations.  
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6. REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT 2012 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 
 The Committee reviewed and commented on the draft 2012 Legislative Program.  

Christina Watson, Senior Transportation Planner, reported the purpose of the legislative program 
is to set general principles to guide staff and Board responses to proposed legislative or 
budgetary issues. The program also notifies state representatives of the Transportation Agency’s 
position on issues of key importance to the agency.  

  
7. MODEL IMPROVEMENT PLAN BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 Anais Schenk from the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments updated the 

Committee on the Regional Travel Demand Model Improvement Plan. 
 
Michael Zeller, Associate Transportation Planner, reported in March 2011, the Association of 
Monterey Bay Area Governments conducted a peer review of the Regional Travel Demand 
Model. This peer review effort was supported by Federal Highway Administration under the 
Travel Model Improvement Program and was completed to ensure a state-of-the practice-
modeling tool to support land use and transportation planning needs.  

   
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND/OR COMMENTS 
 Todd Muck – recognized out-going Chair Khayta for his service on the committee. 

Brandy Rider announced that Caltrans will be holding a Community Planning Grant workshop on 
February 10, 2012. 

  
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 Chair Lipp adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
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 Memorandum 
To:   Technical Advisory Committee  

From:   Todd Muck, Principal Transportation Planner  

Meeting Date: February 2, 2012 

Subject:  Roundabout Analysis Policy 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
RECOMMEND Transportation Agency adopt a “roundabout first” policy advocating 
inclusion of roundabout alternatives as part of intersection alternative analysis’ conducted 
for any major planned intersection. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The number of modern roundabouts in the United States has grown from approximately 
38 roundabouts in 2000 to more that 2,000 by 2010.  Safety, environmental and 
operational benefits support utilizing the modern roundabout at intersections unless 
engineering analysis determines the roundabout alternative inappropriate for the location.   
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no financial impact at this time. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Roundabouts have been demonstrated to be safer than other forms of at-grade 
intersections.  Research indicates that roundabouts reduce crashes by 37 percent overall 
and injury crashes by 75 percent compared with intersections that have signals.  
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety researchers looking at 10 intersections where 
roundabouts could have been constructed but weren’t concluded that vehicle delays at the 
10 intersections would have been reduced by 62-74 percent, saving 325,000 hours of 
motorists’ time annually.  Fuel consumption would have gone down by 235,000 gallons 
per year with commensurate reductions in vehicle emissions.   
 

TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 
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Policies requiring modern roundabouts to be considered when evaluating intersection 
design alternatives have been adopted around the country.   Jurisdictions such as Bend, 
Oregon; Fort Collins, Colorado; Carmel, Indiana; and the State of New York have 
adopted roundabout first policies and have over a decade experience designing, 
constructing and maintaining roundabout intersections.    Transportation Research Board 
and Federal Highway Administration recently released “NCHRP Report 672 – 
Roundabouts: An Informal Guide, Second Edition.” This guide provides a comprehensive 
resource for planning or designing a roundabout intersection.  
 
Recommending the Transportation Agency for Monterey County adopt a “Roundabout 
First” resolution would provide direction to Transportation Agency staff to advocate for 
policies and actions to promote inclusion of roundabout alternatives as part of typical 
intersection alternative analysis.  
 
Potential activities Transportation Agency staff could undertake to implement this policy 
include: 
 
 Drafting sample resolutions and identify supporting documentation to assist local 

jurisdictions to include roundabouts when considering intersection design 
alternatives, 

 Incorporating the policy into future Regional Transportation Plans goals and 
objectives,  

 Incorporating the policy into the Transportation Agency’s environmental review 
process, 

 Encourage incorporating roundabouts into local Street and Road Standards, and 
 Focus programming of Transportation Agency controlled discretionary funds  

 
The Technical Advisory Committee would be tasked to advise and review Transportation 
Agency activities and materials developed to implement a “roundabout first” policy. 
 
 
Approved by:         Date signed:     
  Debra L. Hale, Executive Director 
 
Regular Agenda 
 
Attachments:   Fort Collins Roundabout Analysis Resolution 
 
Web Attachments:  1) “Continued Reliance on Traffic Signals: The Cost of Missed 

Opportunities to Improve Traffic Flow and Safety at Urban 
Intersections” Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 

 2) Sample intersection analysis from Fort Collins, Colorado 

3) NCHRP Report 672 – Roundabouts: An Informal Guide, 
Second Edition 

http://tamcmonterey.org/committees/tac/meetings/2012/February/Agenda_4_Web_A1.pdf
http://tamcmonterey.org/committees/tac/meetings/2012/February/Agenda_4_Web_A2.pdf
http://tamcmonterey.org/committees/tac/meetings/2012/February/Agenda_4_Web_A3.pdf


This unofficial copy was downloaded on Jan-12-2012 from the City of Fort Collins Public Records Website: http://citydocs.fcgov.com
For additional information or an official copy, please contact  City Clerk's Office City Hall West 300 LaPorte Avenue Fort Collins, CO 80521 USA 



This unofficial copy was downloaded on Jan-12-2012 from the City of Fort Collins Public Records Website: http://citydocs.fcgov.com
For additional information or an official copy, please contact  City Clerk's Office City Hall West 300 LaPorte Avenue Fort Collins, CO 80521 USA 
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Memorandum 
To:   Technical Advisory Committee 

From:   Michael Zeller, Associate Transportation Planner 

Meeting Date: February 2, 2012 

Subject:  Regional Traffic Counts Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

PROVIDE feedback on the proposed count locations for the 2011 regional traffic counts 
program. 

SUMMARY: 

The Regional Traffic Counts Program monitors traffic volumes twice per year on Monterey 
County roadways.  This contract with Quality Traffic Data, selected by a competitive bid, is 
lower cost than previous agreements.  The collected data is used in planning, such as the fee 
program, provides information for the regional model, and helps to secure state funding. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

The Transportation Agency budget includes $50,000 for each fiscal year in 2010/11, 2011/12, 
and 2012/13 to conduct the Regional Traffic Counts program, funded from Regional Surface 
Transportation Program interest.  Due to competitive responses received from the bidding 
process, the counts will be collected for $23,800 per fiscal year. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Transportation Agency previously maintained a traffic monitoring program, measuring 
traffic volumes on major County corridors and screenlines, as part of the Coordinated Regional 
Traffic Counts Program with the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission.  The 
collected traffic counts data provides fresh data for the Association of Monterey Bay Area 
Government’s regional travel demand model.  Several planning tasks, such as regular updates to 
the Regional Transportation Plan, the Monterey Branch Line, and the Regional Development 
Impact Fee program, rely heavily upon this model.  Traffic counts are also needed to respond to 
ongoing requests from the public as well as for Caltrans’ Highway Performance Management 
System, which helps to identify areas of need and funding. 

In June 2009, the Board approved staff’s selection of Quality Traffic Data, after a competitive 
bid, to collect traffic counts at roughly 170 locations countywide.  The firm performed the 
project on time and within budget.  Staff extended the contract with Quality Traffic Data for a 
two-year term, until June 30, 2012, to continue the traffic counts program.  

TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 
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Counts are collected two times per year; once during the off-peak traffic season (March / April) 
and again during the peak traffic season (August).  The collected traffic counts data is made 
available to the public and member jurisdictions in various formats: 

 Raw Data: Counts at every location are collected in 24-hour periods over two days 
(either Tuesday / Wednesday or Wednesday / Thursday).  The raw data is available in 15-
minute intervals over the 24-hour periods for each day, with basic summary information 
and latitude / longitude for the location. 

 Aggregated Summary: A summary sheet is also available that lists out the AM Peak, 
PM Peak, and Average Daily Traffic data for all locations over multiple years. 

 Annual Brochure:  The agency also produces a brochure for the counts program to be 
used as public information, which provides a brief background on the program and a 
listing of the top 10 highest counted locations for the year. 

 Interactive Map Website:  Finally, the collected traffic counts data is available on the 
Transportation Agency’s website (http://tamcmonterey.org/trafficcounts/) in an 
interactive Google Maps interface that allows users to select the year and count season of 
data to review and retrieve the information in a graphical format. 

Staff also works with the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments and the County of 
Monterey, who also manages a counts program, to coordinate the programs to eliminate 
duplicate count locations and provide further cost savings.  Staff is seeking input from the 
jurisdictions to revise the list of count locations for the 2012 count cycles. 

Staff requests that the Committee provide feedback on the count locations for the 2012 regional 
traffic counts program. 

Approved by:         Date signed:     
  Debra L. Hale, Executive Director 

Regular Agenda       Counsel Review: N/A 

Attachment:  Traffic Counts Aggregated Data Example 
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property their proportional share of the maintenance shortfall, or portion thereof, on a monthly 
basis.  For example, using the Institute of Transportation Engineers trip generation tables, a 
single family home generates about 10 trips per day.  A 50,000 square foot grocery store 
generates about 5,000 trips per day.  At $1.00 per month for the home, a jurisdiction of 10,000 
residences would generate $120,000 annually from that sector.  Proportionately, that single 
grocery store would contribute $500 per month, or $6,000 a year.    Total revenues would depend 
on the number of properties and mix of uses.  The City of Loveland, Colorado, with a population 
of 67,000, had a residential fee of $1.25 per month and received about $1.47 million in 2009.   

Like utility rates, the advantage of a Street Maintenance Fee is that the charges are fees and not 
taxes.  Consequently, the rates can be levied by the governing body without the requirement for 
an election, and the subsequent 2/3 vote requirement.  Also like utilities, once implemented, the 
revenues could only be used for the intended purpose. 

Implementation of such a fee is not simple.  The jurisdiction would need to overcome the task of 
creating an inventory of property uses, create a billing system, and, most importantly, generate 
public acceptance to new charges. 

 

Approved by:         Date signed:     
  Debra L. Hale, Executive Director 

Regular Agenda       Counsel Review: N/A 
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