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This section, generally speaking, is requesting information on whether the proposed
project will conform to established policies or programs supporting alternative
transportation, not if the proposed project is seeking to change policies. Typical
analysis for this section would include examining the manner in which bicycles and
pedestrians will be accommodated by the project, how existing or planned transit
stops will be incorporated into the site design, and any travel demand reduction
programs, such as carpooling, that the project may initiate. The Transportation
Agency requests that a discussion of alternative transportation be included in the
recirculated traffic section, and offers the following issues for consideration:

a) The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail currently runs from Pacific Grove to
Marina, with portions also constructed in Moss Landing. Our agency has plans to
provide linkages for missing sections of the coastal trail and ultimately connect
with a trail extending from Santa Cruz County. The alignment for this trail runs
primarily along Highway 1 as the Pacific Coast Bikeway. With both proposed
plant locations on Highway 1, a discussion should be provided of how the
development would impact the existing and planned coastal trail, as well as any

other bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the proposed plant
locations.

b) Site planning should place a premium on safe and accessible pedestrian access to
the site from intersections and crosswalks, sidewalks, and bicycle facilities. The
project site should also be designed with sidewalks that connect to external
facilities, and provide access to transit stops. Our agency recommends that proper
striping be included for all pedestrian crosswalks to clearly identify areas of
pedestrian travel and ensure safe transitions for vehicles and pedestrians,
particularly at entrances/exits to the development and through parking lots.
Consideration should be given to the inclusion of intelligent crosswalks, which
provide flashing notification lights when a pedestrian enters the crosswalk to
increase visibility and alert drivers of their presence.

c¢) The Transportation Agency recommends that bicycle racks and lockers be
installed and made available in the development. These should be placed near
building entrances and access should not be restricted by vehicle traffic through
the parking lot. Adequate lighting should be provided at these locations to
improve safety and visibility.

d) As the document notes, the existing transit system provides services from multiple
routes to both of the proposed development locations. While the development
may only expect minimal transit ridership, our agency recommends that the
development work closely with Monterey-Salinas Transit to ensure that the
development will provide adequate access to any planned transit facilities as well
as to the routes that currently exist. In addition, Monterey-Salinas Transit’s
Designing for Transit Guideline Manual should be used as a resource for
accommodating any future transit access to the project site.

6. The Transportation Agency supports Mitigation Measure 4.7-4 to the extent that
construction will be performed in a manner that allows for safe access for bicyclists
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and pedestrians, with detours if necessary. The Transportation Agency would also
recommend advanced signage be used to alert bicyclists and pedestrians of upcoming
closures or detours to allow for safe transitions to alternative routes. In addition,
regular presentations or notices to our Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee may be
appropriate to receive feedback from the community on non-automotive facility
closures or detours.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. If you have any questions,
please contact Michael Zeller of my staff at (831) 775-0903.

Sincerely,

f-~ Debra L. Hale
Executive Director

CC: Dave Murray, California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 5
Yazdan Emrani, Monterey County Department of Public Works
Carl Sedoryk, Monterey-Salinas Transit
John Doughty, AMBAG
Ed Kendig. Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District
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