


Letter to Mr. Andrew Bamsdale 
April 15, 2009 

Page 2 

Related to thi s issue, of the thirty-eight roadway segments analyzed in the project 
area, twenty-ni ne are li sted as not having any traffic volume infonn ati on available. 
Much of the required in formation could potentiall y be sourced fi·OIn Cal trans, or our 
agency's (http ://www.TAMCMonterey.orgitraffi ccountsl) traffi c counts programs. 
The Transportation Agency requests further information on how it was concluded that 
mitigation would not be required considering that no threshold is used to detennine if 
impacts are signifi cant and that ex isting conditions were not established. 

2. The document also correctly states that for State highways maintained by Cal trans, 
the level of service standard is set at the threshold between LOS C and LOS D. 
Cal trans' stated policy on the issue of mitigation thresholds for their faci lities is that if 
a development adds a single trip to an already deficient roadway, a sign ificant impact 
is created that must be mitigated. Whi le it is noted that the completed project will 
onl y require a small workforce to operate the desalinization plant, no anal ysis is 
provided if development-related traffi c will utilize already deficient roadways. 
Considering that the two locations for the plant, in Moss Landing and North Marina, 
are both areas o f high congestion for Highway I, it is conceivable that even a small 
increase in trips generated by the development could result in a sign ificant impact to 
Highway I and surrounding roads that would require mitigation. 

3. In light of the two aforementioned issues, the Transportation Agency requests that a 
revised traffi c section be prepared and recirculated that addresses the issues of long­
teml traffic impacts fi·om the proposed development using established methodologies, 
such as level of service, for detennining if significance thresholds will be surpassed 
and , if applicable, appropriate mitigation measures be included. 

Transportation Agency Right-of-Way 

4. The document notes that in several areas, for both the Moss Landing and North 
Marina locations, it is planned that the proposed pipeline will run parallel to or 
through TranspOliation Agency ri ght-of-way near the existing rai l lines. The 
Transportation Agency has plans to utilize the ex isting rail lines for extending 
commuter rail service into Salinas as well as passenger service to and from the 
Monterey Peninsul a. The Transpol1ation Agency supports the use of the ri ght-of-way 
but recommends di scussing the alignment with our staff earl y in the process to ensure 
that confli cts do not ex ist with our planned usage of the rail lines. 

Pedestrian, Bicycle & Transit Travel 

5. One of the criteria fo r analysis included in Appendix G of the Cali fornia 
Enviro nmenta l Qualit y Act guidelines asks the project applicant to determine if the 
proposed development will "confli ct with adopted poli cies, pl ans, or programs 
supporti ng alternati ve transportati on." The document notes that thi s question does 
not app ly because the " proposed project wou ld not include changes in poli cies or 
programs that support alternati ve transpol1ation" and wou ld therefore not confl ict 
with any adopted plans or policies supporting alternative transportati on. This seems 
to be a narrow in terpretation o f the criteria that is not in keeping with the manner in 
which environmental impact reports traditionall y provide analysis related to 
alternati ve transportati on. 
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This secti on, generall y speaking, is requesting information on whether the proposed 
proj ect will confol1n to established pol icies or programs support ing alternati ve 
transpol1ation, not if the proposed project is seeking to change policies. Typica l 
analys is for thi s secti on would include examining the manner in which bicycles and 
pedestrians will be accommodated by the project, how ex isting or planned transit 
stops will be incorporated into the site design, and any travel demand reduction 
programs, such as carpooling, that the project may initiate. The Transp0l1ation 
Agency requests that a di scussion o f aitelllative transp0l1ation be included in the 
recircul ated traffic section, and offers the following issues for consideration: 

a) The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail cUITently runs from Pacific Gro ve to 
Marina, with p0l1ions also constructed in Moss Landing. Our agency has plans to 
provide linkages for missing sections of the coastal trail and ultimately connect 
with a trail extending fro m Santa Cruz County. The alignment for this trail runs 
primarily along Highway I as the Pacific Coast Bikeway. With both proposed 
plant locations on Highway I, a di scuss ion should be provided of how the 
development wou ld impact the existing and plmU1ed coastal trail , as well as any 
other bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the proposed plant 
locations. 

b) Site planning should place a premium on safe and accessible pedestrian access to 
the site from intersections and crosswalks, sidewalks, and bicycle facilities. The 
project site should also be designed with sidewalks that connect to external 
facilities, and provide access to transit stops. Our agency recommends that proper 
striping be included for all pedestri an crosswalks to clearl y identify areas of 
pedestrian travel and ensure safe transitions for vehicles and pedestrians, 
particularly at entrances/exits to the development and through parking lots. 
Consideration should be gi ven to the inclusion of intelligent crosswalks, which 
provide flashing notiti cation lights when a pedestrian enters the crosswa lk to 
increase visibility and alert dri vers of their presence. 

c) The Transportation Agency recommends that bicycle racks and lockers be 
install ed and made ava ilable in the development. These should be placed near 
building entrances and access should not be restricted by vehicle traffic tlu'ough 
the parking lot. Adequate lighting should be provided at these locations to 
improve safet y and visibilit y. 

d) As the document notes, the existing transit system provides services from multiple 
routes to both of the proposed development locations. While the development 
may on ly expect minimal transit ridership, our agency recommends that the 
development work closely with Monterey-Salinas Transit to ensure that the 
development will provide adequate access to an y planned transit fac ilities as well 
as to the routes that currentl y exist. In addition , Monterey-Salinas Transit 's 
Desigl/il/g fo r h al/sit Guideline Manual shou ld be used as a resource for 
accommodating any future transit access to the project site. 

6. The Transportation Agency SUPP0l1S Mitigation Measure 4. 7-4 10 the ex tent that 
construction will be perform ed in a manner that allows for safe access fo r bicyclists 
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and pedeslrians, with detours if necessary. The Transportalion Agency would also 
recommend advanced signage be used to alert bicyclists and pedestrians of upcoming 
closures or detours to allow for safe transitions to alternati ve routes. In add ition, 
regu lar presentat ions or notices to our Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee may be 
appropriate to receive feedback from the community on non-automoti ve faci lit y 
closures or deto urs. 

Thank you for the 0ppol1unity to review thi s document. If yo u have an y questi ons, 
please contact Michael Zell er of my sta ff at (831) 775-0903. 

S incerel y, 

t-f:J--
\-r' Debra L. Hale 

Executi ve Director 

CC: Dave Murray, Califol11ia Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 5 
Yazdan Emrani , Monterey County Department of Public Works 
Carl Sedoryk, Monterey-Salinas Transit 
John Doughty, AM BAG 
Ed Kendig, Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District 
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