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July 24, 2009 

• Our agency has also been in discussion with the City of Seaside regarding the 
possibility of using a portion of the $4.7 million in regional fee funding for the 
State Route I widening project for the Monterey Branch Line. The Monterey 
Branch Line's proposed 16-mile light-rail or bus rapid transit service will connect 
to the planned Caltrain service in Castroville and also provide local transit 
alterni'ltives with stations in Monterey, Seaside, Sand City, Marina/California 
State University Monterey Bay, and Castroville. Both projects serve the same 
conidor through Sand City and Seaside and would alleviate congestion to 
mainline State Route 1. A development that has cumulative impacts to State 
Route I could also consider contributing to the Branch Line project as part of its 
mitigations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. If you have any questions, 
please contact Michael Zeller of my staff at (831) 775-0903. 

Sincerely, 

Debra L. Hale 
1)£" I Executive Director 

CC: 

Enclosure: 

Dave Murray, California Department of Transportation, District 5 
Steve Matarazzo, City of Sand City 
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February 21,2008 

Debbie Hale, Executive Director 
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Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC) 
55-8 Plaza Ci rcle 

,-, -' 

Salinas, CA 93901-2902 

Dear Ms_ Hale: 

REGIO, AL DEVELOPMENT [MPACT FEE PROGRA;V\ 

This letter is to expl:css support for the proposed TAMC Regional Development 
Impact Fee program. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
commends your leadership in iniating and directing this collaborative countywide 
effort. [t is widely recognized that existing transportation funding sources are 
insu fficient to address growth-related congestion and that alternative funding sources 
are necessary to address transportation needs of the future, We are gratified that the 
jurisdictions within Monterey County understand this and are ready to move this 
effort forward. 

[n regions of the state where regional impact fee programs are in place, Caltrans 
considers the collection and applicat ion of fees for impacts of new development as 
sufficient to mitigate cumulative impacts to the State Highway System (SHS) under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In these circumstances, Caltrans ' 
subsequent review of indi vidual development proposals focuses on project-speci fie 
impacts and related mi tigation. The benefits of implementing such a program 
include adding a measure of predictability in the process and streamlin ing CEQA 
reV iew, 

In the case of Monterey County, the implemcntation of thc Regional Development 
Impact Fcc program as identifi ed in Table () of the January 2008 Ncxus Study Update 
Draft (Zonal Distribution ror Fec Program Projects) (enclosed) is cons idered 
sufficient to mitigate cumulativc impacts ornew dcvelopment to thc SHS. We ask to 
re-evaluate the program i r any modi fications arc proposed so that wc may determine 
whether it would co ntinue to meet this burden under CEQA. 
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Debbie Hale 
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[ wo ul d like to thank TAMe staff fo r their hard work in developing a comprehensive 
regional development impact fee progra m, [look forward to 1V0rking with you along 
with the cities and county in implementing this program. If YOli have any questions 
or concerns, please contact David Murray at (805) 549-3 168 , 

Sincerely, 

/)/~ 
RICHARD KRUMHOLZ 
District Director 

Enclosure 

"Col/rellls !lI!proues rrw hllLllj a cross Call/annn' 
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