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Debbie Hale, Executive Director

Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC)
55-B Plaza Circle s

Salinas, CA 93901-2902

Dear Ms. Hale:
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE PROGRAM

This letter is to express support for the proposed TAMC Regional Development
Impact Fee program. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
commends vour [eadership in iniating and directing this collaborative countywide
effort. It is widely recognized that existing transportation funding sources are
insufficient to address growth-related congestion and that alternative funding sources
are necessary to address transportation needs of the future. We are gratified that the

jurisdictions within Monterey County understand this and are ready to move this
effort forward.

In regions of the state where regional impact fee programs are in place, Caltrans
considers the collection and application of fees for impacts of new development as
sufficient to mitigate cumulative impacts to the State Highway System (SHS) under
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In these circumstances, Caltrans’
subsequent review of individual development proposals focuses on project-specific
impacts and related mitigation. The benefits of implementing such a program

include adding a measure of predictability in the process and streamlining CEQA
review.

In the case of Monterey County, the implementation of the Regional Development
[mpact Fee program as identified in Table 6 of the January 2008 Nexus Study Update
Draft (Zonal Distribution for Fee Program Projects) (enclosed) is considered
sufficient to mitigate cumulative impacts of new development to the SHS. We ask to
re-evaluate the program if any modifications are proposed so that we may determine
whether it would continue to meet this burden under CEQA.

“‘Caltrans anproves mobnlity across Caltfforma”
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I would like to thank TAMC staff for their hard work in developing a comprehensive
regional development impact fee program. I look forward to working with you along
with the cities and county in implementing this program. If you have any questions
or concerns, please contact David Murray at (805) 549-3168.

Sincerely,

hine Fo e

RICHARD KRUMHOLZ
District Director

Enclosure

‘Caltrans improves mobihly acrass Califformia”
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