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“Develop and maintain a multimodal transportation
system that enhances mobility, safety, access,
environmental quality, and economic vitality for
Monterey County.”
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2005 MONTEREY COUNTY REGIONAL
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC) is responsible for periodically
completing a long-range transportation-planning document known as the Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP). The purpose of the 2005 RTP is to provide a basis for the
planning and programming of local, state, and federal transportation funds to
transportation projects in Monterey County for the next twenty-five years according to
state and federal requirements. To accomplish this, the regional plan identifies existing
and future transportation related needs, considers all modes of travel, and identifies what
can be completed with anticipated available funding for projects and programs. The RTP
provides an underlying blueprint for investing in Monterey County’s transportation
future.

Under direction of the California Transportation Commission (CTC) Regional
Transportation Plan Guidelines, pursuant to Government Code, Section 14522, TAMC
has prepared the 2005 Regional Transportation Plan. The original Monterey County
Regional Transportation Plan was adopted in 1975 and was most recently updated in
2002. Given the substantial scope of the 2002 plan update, the 2005 plan represents a
more minor revision to make the list of Monterey County’s regional transportation
projects consistent with the latest funding assumptions and planning efforts that have
occurred since the 2002 plan was adopted. Projects on the regional roadway network,
identified based on an analysis of regional needs, are assembled with projects identified
by cities, the county, Caltrans, and AMBAG to constitute the updated Regional
Transportation Plan for 2005.

Public input and participation is essential to TAMC’s planning and decision-making
process. Comments from a variety of local agencies, public advisory committees, and
individuals have been received in preparation of the 2005 update of the plan. The RTP
also addresses special factors affecting the transportation system, such as environmental
and air quality, land use, specialized transportation needs, environmental justice,
intelligent transportation, and multi-modal coordination.

2005 PLAN CONTENTS AND ORGANIZATION
The 2005 RTP is organized into eight sections as follows:
Executive Summary — summarizes the purpose of the plan as well as the overall regional

transportation goals and recommendations, transportation needs and issues, air and
environmental quality issues, and multi-modal programs.

Chapter 1 — The introduction includes a review of TAMC and the regional transportation
planning process.
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Chapter 2 — The Multi-modal Transportation System includes a discussion on Monterey
County geography and demographics, existing transportation conditions and forecasted
conditions, and both current and anticipated needs and deficiencies of the system.

Chapter 3 — This chapter constitutes the Policy Element of the RTP. This element lists
the regional transportation goals, objectives, and policies that guide the selection of
projects and allocation of transportation funding in the Action and Financial Elements of
the plan, and on an ongoing basis.

Chapter 4 — The combined Financial and Action Elements includes TAMC’s twenty-five
year describes how TAMC’s twenty-five year list of countywide investments was
developed. The purpose of this component of the plan is to prioritize transportation
projects and programs according to the need identified in Chapter 2, the policy direction
provided in Chapter 3, and within the constraints of available financial resources and
environmental quality requirements. This chapter includes a twenty-five year forecast of
expected revenues and shortfalls in the funding of transportation needs for the projected
long-range transportation needs/costs countywide. These projections are used to develop
the final funded project list for the regional plan.

Chapter 6 — A summary of the Environmental and Air Quality Documentation prepared
for the RTP (a separate document prepared in coordination with this RTP), Chapter 6
reviews the environmental analysis of the plan as required by the California
Environmental Quality Act. Environmental review of the plan was prepared in
coordination with the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments and the Santa
Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission. One overarching environmental
impact report (EIR) was prepared to address the coordinated transportation plan updates
prepared by each respective agency. The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
2005 RTP has been bound as a separate, stand-alone, document.

Appendices include the list of TAMC committees and membership, model analysis
results prepared for process undertaken to identify projects included in the plan, as well
as constrained and unconstrained project lists.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION GOALS

The Regional Transportation Plan strives to develop and maintain a multi-modal
transportation system that enhances the mobility, safety, access, environmental quality,
and economic activities in Monterey County. The goals, objectives and policies address
three essential elements of regional transportation planning: (these three elements of
planning are interrelated and are not listed in any priority order)

1. Mobility and accessibility;
2. Environment and Community; and
3. Financial Feasibility.

Public participation through committees, public presentations, and input from local
agencies helped shape the 2005 RTP Goals and Policies. The goals of this plan are to:
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e Provide a network of road and highway facilities that provides for the safe,
efficient movement of people and goods within Monterey County.

e Expand, improve, and maintain facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists that
accommodate safe, convenient, and accessible bicycle and pedestrian
transportation across Monterey County.

e Provide public transportation that increases mobility and improves quality of life
in Monterey County

= Provide viable rail facilities for commuters and travelers that accommodate
convenient, reliable and accessible rail transportation to and from Monterey
County, enhancing mobility and access of the transportation network.

» Maximize use of existing infrastructure and resources by administering,
implementing, or encouraging the employment of measures that reduce peak-hour
demand on regional transportation infrastructure.

e Provide an integrated and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant
transportation system that is responsive to the special needs of all seniors and
Persons with disabilities.

e Develop a multi-modal regional transportation system that complements and
enhances the natural and social environment of the Monterey Bay region.

e Implement and encourage projects that enhance safety.

e Achieve transit, bicycle, and pedestrian-supportive land use development through
promotion and coordination with county land use jurisdictions.

e Solicit broad public input in developing regional and local transportation plans,
projects and funding.

e Secure sufficient funding to meet the countywide regional transportation needs
over the next twenty years.

SUMMARY OF REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT TRANSPORTATION ISSUES

The transportation issues facing Monterey County that have been identified as regionally
significant are discussed in Chapter 2 of the RTP and include the following factors:

e Declining Levels of Service (LOS) on regional roadways continues to be a
challenge. When the original plan was adopted in 1975, the objective was for all
routes to operate at “LOS C” by 1995. This goal was based upon assumptions of
rising gas taxes revenues in respond to population growth. In actuality, real gas
tax revenues have decreased and the associated purchasing power of available
funds has also decreased. The result has been a decrease in levels of service (i.e.
increased traffic congestion) since 1975 and an increase in delay time.

» Enhancing and preserving the transportation system in Monterey County. With
declining financial resources available, it has become more difficult to respond to
this need. Addressing increasing traffic congestion and safety problems are part of
this issue.

e Maintenance needs for Monterey County’s existing transportation network are
growing. Roadway, bikeway, sidewalk and pedestrian facilities need repair and
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