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Who Establishes State and local agencies have
Safe Limits2 jurisdiction over the road.

( SPEED ) California has over 60 laws governing

speed limits
LIMlT California Vehicle Code places these

6 0 INntfo language used for enforcement
The California Manual on Traffic
MPH
—

Control Devices provides guidance




California’s Basic Speed Law
(CVC § 22350

No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highway at a speed
greater than is reasonable or prudent having due regard
for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and
width of, the highway, and in no event at a speed which

endangers the safety of persons or property.



2 Types of Speed Limits
« Statutory/Prima Facie
» Posted/Regulatory Speed Limits

STATUTORY POSTED SCHOOL ZONE WORKZONE  VARIABLE ADVISORY

@ ramc



Engineering & Traffic Survey:
3 Things Used 1o Select a Speed Limit

O] 02 03

Prevailing Crash History & Non-apparent
speeds in Traffic Volume road condifions
normal

conditions

@ ramc



Prevgi“ng Speed — Drivers choose reasonable speeds
85th Percentile

85% of drivers tfravel at a safe speed

Developed in 1930s as “conventional
wisdom”

Some argued that speed differential
Is worse than higher speeds




Reconsider view that drivers choose
reasonable and safe speeds

Safe speed limits should

consider:

e Ccrash types
*IMmpAct forces
e body’s ability to withstand tforces

@ rAamc



Assembly Bills (AB) 43 & 1938:
Makes It Easier to Establish Lower Speed Limits

New Traffic Study New Prima Facie Adjustments to 85"
Directives Speed Limits Percentile Speed
e Consider e Business Activity e Easier to round
Vulnerable users District: 20 or 25 down 5 mph
mph
e Speeds don't need . e Extra 5 mph safety
updating as often e Senior Zone: 25 reduction
mph
e Use an older Traffic . e 12.4 mph below
Study speed limit 85" percentile



A Lower Speed Limit Doesn’t Lower Speeds,
But Lower Speeds Lower the Speed Limit!
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Speed Limits Complete Speed Slower Driving
Require Streets Designs Management leads to Lower
Enforcement Speed Limits
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Isita
I_. local road? @ I

Is there a
Set speed limit
to what s deemed (ves) prima facie
appropriate by locals speed limit?
" sot
‘speed limit at or
EEE | (am)
No E&TS required
CVC § 40802
E&TS —I
Determine the

[} [ ]
Is it a business 85th Percentile Speed.
Set speed to activity district? Is the nearest 5 mph
200r 25 mph “3 CVC § 223589 increment up or down?

Is it a business district, Roundspesd |  Clect to round
residential district, down 1o the up or down.
nearest § mph CVC § 22358.6(c)
or senior zone?
zs mpn ‘—-— CVC § 22352(b),
§235, § 240, § 515 (op) !E““’":l
Any roadside conditions not apparent
Is it a school zone to driver?
or playground zone? CVC § 677, 22358.6(b)-c)
+ CVC § 22352(h),
"‘“-" §22358.4, § 22367.1
(o]
(M)
Are there any alleys? "':v“?’::"
Are there any obstructed
Set speed to views of rail crossings or
15 mph YESI™ uncontrolled intersection?
CVC § 22352(a) Is it a safety corridor or high activity area?

CVC § 22358.7

Cadlifornia Safe Speeds Toolkit: ®
Next Steps | Safe ogeme
Transportation Research and |

Is the speed limit
reasonable or safe?

Education Center e

Have general purpose
lanes been added?

CVC § 22358.8 YES

immediately prior
speed limit

(Mo maore than 5 mph
below the current limit)



https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/tools/california-safe-speeds-toolkit/california-safe-speeds-toolkit-next-steps
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/tools/california-safe-speeds-toolkit/california-safe-speeds-toolkit-next-steps
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/tools/california-safe-speeds-toolkit/california-safe-speeds-toolkit-next-steps
https://safetrec.berkeley.edu/tools/california-safe-speeds-toolkit/california-safe-speeds-toolkit-next-steps

Questions?

Doug Bilse
Principal Engineer
doug@tamcmonterey.org
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