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Overview of Upcoming Caltrans 
Safety Project in SOS Corridor

• Existing safety issues
• Safety project details
• Relationship of safety project to long-term 
SOS corridor improvement project

• Other mid-term solutions
• Safety project schedule
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SAFETY CONCERN



The Issue: Left turns and U-Turns
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The Issue: Left turns and U-Turns

During peak periods for entire corridor
- Need ~7.5 second gap
- Reality: Only ~2.9 second gaps in NB 101 traffic (SB similar)
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Prevent left turns and U-Turns

•Reduces 75% of serious injury 
collisions(average13 injuries per 
year)

•Reduces 100% of fatal 
collisions(average 1 death per year)

•Annual safety benefit almost 
$16M/year
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Safety Project Location:
Overlap with long-term 
SOS improvement project
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Safety Project Details
•Close all 11 median openings between 
Chualar and Salinas
• This will preclude all left turn movements onto 
and off of US 101, and all U-turns

•Leave 2 openings for emergency vehicle 
access

•Stop control changes at Chualar SB Ramp
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Safety Project Details

Median 
barrier 

example
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Safety Project Details

Emergency 
opening  
example
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Safety Project Details

Stop control 
change in 
at Chualar 
SB off ramp
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Long-term SOS 
Improvement project
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Potential Mid-Term Improvements
Caltrans and TAMC will be evaluating:

• Installation of roundabouts at key locations 
to assist with turning movements

• Alternatives to improve traffic circulation at 
existing interchange intersections

• Chualar bridge rail improvements
• Other complete streets improvements
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Delivery
Schedule

• January 2025: CTC approves safety 
project (completed)

• Feb 2025 to March 2026: Design
• April 2026 – Contract awarded
• Late June/July 2026 – Approximate  

construction start, with full left turn 
closure

• Late 2026/Early 2027 – Construction 
complete

• Late Summer/Fall 2031 – Anticipated 
start of phased construction for long-
term corridor improvement project
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Now that the safety 
project is started, 

what’s next?

Public messaging 
for the upcoming 

closure 
Starting in late 2025 

into early 2026



Questions

Meg Henry
Caltrans District 5
Project Manager
Meg.henry@dot.ca.gov
805-441-3792
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