
 
 

Regional Transportation Planning Agency - Local Transportation Commission 
Monterey County Service Authority for Freeways and Expressways 

Monterey County Regional Development Impact Fee Joint Powers Agency 
Email: info@tamcmonterey.org  

Executive Committee 
Members are: Chaps Poduri, Chair; Luis Alejo, 1st Vice Chair; Jose Rios, 2nd Vice Chair; Wendy 
Askew, Past Chair; Glenn Church, County Representative; Dennis Donohue, City Representative 

Wednesday, September 2, 2026 
**9:00 AM** 

 
MEETING LOCATION 

55B Plaza Circle, Salinas, California 93901 
Transportation Agency Conference Room 

 
Members of the public & non-voting members may join the meeting online at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83973622750?pwd=esaxn0K5Z4Rx2ppjC8D98QR6koK1Ae.1 
  

OR  
Via teleconference at +1 669 900 6833 

Meeting ID: 839 7362 2750 Passcode: 890011 
 

If you join the meeting by phone and would like to make a public comment on an item, please 
dial *9 to raise your hand. 

 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54952.7:  

Please find Chapter 9, also known as the Ralph M. Brown Act:  
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division= 

2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5. 
  

Please note: If all committee members are present in person, public participation by Zoom is for 
convenience only and is not required by law. If the Zoom feed is lost for any reason, the meeting 

may be paused while a fix is attempted, but the meeting may continue at the discretion of the 
Chairperson. 

 
Please see all the special meeting instructions at the end of this agenda  

  
Complete agenda packets are on display at the Transportation Agency for Monterey County office 
and at these public libraries: Carmel, Monterey, Salinas Steinbeck Branch, Seaside, Prunedale,and 
King City. Any person who has a question concerning an item on this agenda may call the Agency 
Secretary to make an inquiry concerning the nature of the item described on the agenda. Please 
recycle this agenda.   
1. QUORUM CHECK - CALL TO ORDER 
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 Call to order and self-introductions. If you are unable to attend, please contact Elouise 
Rodriguez, Senior Administrative Assistant. Your courtesy to the other members to 
assure a quorum is appreicated. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 Any member of the public may address the Committee on any item not on the agenda but 

within the jurisdiction of the Committee. Under this item, each member of the public is allowed 
two minutes to address concerns. Comments in items on this agenda may be given when that 
agenda item is discussed. Persons who wish to address the Committee for public comment or 
on an item on the agenda are encouraged to submit comments in writing to Maria 
at maria@tamcmonterey.org by 5:00 pm the Monday before the meeting, and such comments 
will be distributed to the Board before the meeting. 
 
Alternative Agenda Format and Auxiliary Aids: If requested, the agenda shall be made 
available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 
202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC Sec. 12132), and the federal rules 
and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. Individuals requesting a disability-related 
modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may contact 
Transportation Agency staff at 831-775-0903. Auxiliary aids or services include wheelchair-
accessible facilities, sign language interpreters, Spanish language interpreters, and printed 
materials in large print, Braille or on disk. These requests may be made by a person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public 
meeting and should be made at least 72 hours before the meeting. All reasonable efforts will 
be made to accommodate the request. 
 
COMENTARIOS DEL PÚBLICO: 
Cualquier miembro del público podrá dirigirse a la Comité sobre cualquier punto no incluido en 
la agenda, pero que sea de su competencia. En este punto, cada miembro del público tendrá 
dos minutos para plantear sus inquietudes. Se podrán formular comentarios sobre los puntos 
de este agenda cuando se discuta dicho punto. Se anima a quienes deseen dirigirse a la 
Comité para recibir comentarios del público o sobre un punto de la agenda que envíen sus 
comentarios por escrito a Maria en maria@tamcmonterey.org antes de las 5:00 pm del lunes 
anterior a la reunión. Dichos comentarios se distribuirán a la Comité antes de la reunión. 
  
Formato alternativo de la agenda y recursos auxiliares: Si se solicita, la agenda se pondrá a 
disposición de las personas con discapacidad en formatos alternativos apropiados, según lo 
exige la Sección 202 de la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades de 1990 (42 USC 
Sec. 12132) y las normas y reglamentos federales adoptados en su aplicación. Las personas 
que soliciten una modificación o adaptación por discapacidad, incluyendo ayudas o servicios 
auxiliares, pueden comunicarse con el personal de la Agencia de Transporte al 831-775-0903. 
Las ayudas o servicios auxiliares incluyen instalaciones accesibles para sillas de ruedas, 
intérpretes de lengua de señas, intérpretes de español y materiales impresos en letra grande, 
braille o en disco. Estas solicitudes pueden ser presentadas por una persona con 
discapacidad que requiera una modificación o adaptación para participar en la reunión pública 
y deben hacerse al menos 72 horas antes de la reunión. Se hará todo lo posible para atender 
la solicitud.  

3. CONSENT AGENDA 
 Approve the staff recommendations for items listed below by majority vote with one motion. 

Any member may pull an item off the Consent Agenda to be moved to the end of the 
CONSENT AGENDA for discussion and action. 
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 3.1. APPROVE Executive Committee draft minutes of August 5, 2026. 

  - Elouise Rodriguez 

    

4. Legislative Update: 

1. RECEIVE update on state and federal legislative issues; and 
2. RECOMMEND the Board of Directors adopt positions on legislation. 

 

 - Christina Watson 

  
Staff and consultants will provide an update on state and federal legislative issues. 

5. RECEIVE report on draft agenda for the September 23, 2026, TAMC Board meeting. 
 - Todd Muck 

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS and/or COMMENTS 

7. ADJOURN 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next Executive Committee meeting: 

Wednesday, October 7, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  
Transportation Agency for Monterey County 

Conference Room 
55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas CA 93901 

 
There will be a zoom link for hybrid participation. 

 
 

If you have any items for the next agenda, please submit them to: 
Elouise Rodriguez, Clerk of the Board & Senior Administrative Assistant 

Elouise@tamcmonterey.org  
 

Important Meeting Information  
 
Agenda Packet and Documents: Any person who has a question concerning an item on this agenda 
may call or email the Agency office to make inquiry concerning the nature of the item described on 
the agenda. Complete agenda packets are on display online at the Transportation Agency for 
Monterey County website. Documents relating to an item on the open session that are distributed to 
the Committee less than 72 hours prior to the meeting shall be available for public review at the 
Agency website. Agency contact information is as follows:  

Transportation Agency for Monterey County 
www.tamcmonterey.org 

55B Plaza Circle, Salinas, CA 93901 
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TEL: 831-775-0903 
EMAIL: info@tamcmonterey.org 

 
Agenda Items: The agenda will be prepared by Agency staff and will close at noon five (5) working 
days before the regular meeting. Any member of the Board may request in writing an item to appear 
on the agenda. The request shall be made by the agenda deadline and any support papers must be 
furnished by that time or be readily available. 
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Agenda Item 3.1. 

 
TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY  

Memorandum  
To: Executive Committee 

From: Elouise Rodriguez, Senior Administrative Assistant & Clerk of the Board 

Meeting Date: September 2, 2026 

Subject: Executive Committee Draft Minutes 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
APPROVE Executive Committee draft minutes of August 5, 2026. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Exec draft minutes August 5 2026 
 
WEB ATTACHMENTS: 
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DRAFT MINUTES 

TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 
SERVICE AUTHORITY FOR FREEWAYS EMERGENCIES AND MONTEREY COUNTY  

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE JOINT POWERS AGENCY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Members: Chaps Poduri (Chair), Luis Alejo (1st Vice Chair), Jose Rios (2nd Vice Chair), Wendy Root 
Askew (Past Chair), Glenn Church (County representative), Dennis Donohue (City representative) 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
*** 9:00 a.m. *** 

Transportation Agency Conference Room, 55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas CA 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SEP 
25 

OCT 
25 

NOV 
25 

JAN 
26 

FEB 
26 

MAR 
26 

APR 
26 

MAY 
26 

JUN 
26 

AUG 
26 

Chaps Poduri, Chair, Pacific 
Grove (Joe Amelio) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

Luis Alejo, 1st Vice Chair, 
Supervisor District 1, (Linda 
Gonzales; Javier Gomez) 

P P P(A) 
(VC) 

P P P(A) 
(VC) 

P P(A) 
(VC 

P(A) 
(VC 

P 
(VC) 

Jose Rios, 2nd Vice Chair, 
Gonzales (Lorraine Worthy) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

Wendy Root Askew, Past 
Chair, Supervisor District 4, 
(Yuri Anderson, Kera 
Abraham Panni) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P(A) 
(VC 

P(A) 
(VC 

P 
(VC) 

Glenn Church, County 
Representative, Supervisor 
District 2, (Marilyn Vierra, 
Leonie Gray) 

P(A) P P 
(VC) 

P(A) P(A) P P P 
(VC) 

P(A) 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

Dennis Donohue, City 
Representative, City of 
Salinas (Margaret D’Arrigo) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

E P 
(VC) 

*P P P P A P 

 
P = Present  A = Absent 
P(A) = Alternate present E = Excused 
*= New Representative  (VC) Video Conference 

(TC) = Teleconference  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Poduri called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Roll call was taken, and a quorum was 
confirmed.  
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Staff present: Guther, Kise, Muck, Park, Rodriguez, Strause, Watson, and Zeller. 

Others present: Shane Strong, TAMC Counsel; Gus Khouri, Khouri Consulting LLC; Jasmine 
Cortez Mejia, Monterey County District 1; Nick Mcllroy, Sand City; Sanjida Nahar 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

On a motion by Committee Member Rios and seconded by Committee Member Askew, the 
Committee voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

Approved the minutes from the Executive Committee meeting of June 3, 2026. 

4. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

On a motion by Committee Member Donohue and seconded by Committee Member 
Church, the Committee voted 6-0 to recommend the Board adopt positions on legislation. 

The Committee received an update on state and federal legislative issues.  

Gus Khouri, Agency State Legislative Analyst, reported that the Legislators returned from 
summer recess on August 3rd. He reported that the main budget anticipates a $39 billion 
surplus (when the draft budget anticipated a $2.9 billion deficit). Mr. Khouri also reported 
on changes to the Cap & Invest (formerly Cap & Trade) program being proposed by the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) that will dramatically decrease funding available for 
transportation and housing from that program.  

Mr. Khouri highlighted the bills with amended position recommendations: 

• Assembly Bill (AB) 2168 (Wicks): Active Transportation Program: guidelines “support" 
position. 

• Senate Bill (SB) 667 (Archuleta): Railroads: safety: change from "oppose" to "watch". 
• SB 741 (Blakespear): Low Carbon Transit Operations Program — “support” position to 

facilitate MST’s use of LCTOP funds. 
 

Christina Watson, Director of Planning, highlighted federal legislative activities, noting that 
on May 17th, the House proposed Highway Infrastructure Build Act. The Resolution Bill is in 
mark up and pending action. the current Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) 
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transportation authorization bill expires on September 30. She reported that on May 17, 
leaders of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee unveiled legislative text 
of their highway and infrastructure funding reauthorization bill covering the next five years, 
the “Building Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Development for America’s 250th 
Act”, or “BUILD America 250 Act” (HR 8870).  

5. TAMC BOARD DRAFT AGENDA  

Todd Muck, Executive Director, reviewed the draft regular and consent agenda for the 
TAMC Board meeting of August 26, 2026. After the Executive Committee discussion, 
directions were provided to staff to place the following items for consideration on the 
regular agenda:  

• Employee of the Quarter 
• Scenic Route 68 Corridor Improvement Project Update  
• 2026 Regional Development Impact Fee Nexus Study Update 
• Closed Session: CONFERENCE WITH REAL ESTATE NEGOTIATORS pursuant to 

Government Code section 54956.8 
 

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Poduri adjourned the meeting at 10:10 a.m. 
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Agenda Item 4. 

 
TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY  

Memorandum  
To: Executive Committee 

From: Christina Watson, Director of Planning 

Meeting Date: September 2, 2026 

Subject: Legislative Update 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Legislative Update: 

1. RECEIVE update on state and federal legislative issues; and 
2. RECOMMEND the Board of Directors adopt positions on legislation. 

 
 
SUMMARY: 
Staff and consultants will provide an update on state and federal legislative issues. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
Proposed legislation could impact transportation funding availability. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Agency state legislative analyst Gus Khouri will present an update on state legislative activities. 
Attachment 1 is a memo from Senator Laird regarding the status of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund (GGRF) and framing a proposal to add funding to certain programs, including SB 125 and Low 
Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP), above the Governor's budget proposal. 
 
Web attachment 1 is a draft bill list showing the recommended positions and relating to the adopted 
2026 Legislative Program (web attachment 2). Bills that are "dead" as of the August Board meeting 
were removed from the list. 
 
Staff recommends moving from a "support if amended" to a "support" position on Senate Bill (SB) 
1087 (Cabaldon): "Transportation planning: sustainable communities strategies: transportation 
funding programs," as amended August 21. TAMC's prior position of "support if amended" was based 
on the concern that the region might be penalized for the lack of state funding to meet greenhouse 
gas emission reduction targets. Staff now recommends adopting a "support" position because the bill 
extends the timeline to do the Regional Transportation Plans/ Sustainable Community Strategy from 
four to eight years and expedites the plan's approval process, thus saving the Agency time and 
money. 
 
Attachment 2 is a report on federal legislative activities. Staff will provide a verbal update on federal 
legislative activities. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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1. Senate_August_GGRF_Plan_Memo 
2. CW - Federal Legislative Update - Sep 2026 
 
WEB ATTACHMENTS: 

1. State bill list (September) 
2. TAMC 2026 Legislative Program 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

ROGER W. NIELLO, VICE CHAIR 

BOB ARCHULETA 

CATHERINE BLAKESPEAR 

CHRISTOPHER CABALDON 

STEVEN CHOI 

MARIA ELENA DURAZO 

SHANNON GROVE 

MELISSA HURTADO 

JERRY MCNERNEY 

CAROLINE MENJIVAR 

ROSILICIE OCHOA BOGH 

SASHA RENÉE PÉREZ 

ELOISE GÓMEZ REYES 

LAURA RICHARDSON 

KELLY SEYARTO 

LOLA SMALLWOOD-CUEVAS 

AKILAH WEBER PIERSON 

 

CALIFORNIA STATE SENATE 

 
COMMITTEE ON BUDGET AND FISCAL REVIEW 

 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING 

1020 N STREET - ROOM 502 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

 

 
 

 

John Laird, Chair 
 

STAFF DIRECTOR 

ELISA WYNNE 

 

DEPUTY STAFF DIRECTOR 
SCOTT OGUS 

 

CONSULTANTS 
NORA BRACKBILL 

ELIZABETH FREEMAN 

TIMOTHY GRIFFITHS 
DIEGO EMILIO J. LOPEZ 

EUNICE ROH 

JOANNE ROY 
YONG SALAS 

JESSICA UZARSKI 

 
COMMITTEE SECRETARY 

SANDY PEREZ 

 

COMMITTEE ASSISTANT 

MACY MENDOZA 

 
(916) 651-4103 

FAX (916) 668-7004 

 
August 20, 2026 
 
 
To: Democratic Senators 
 
From: Senator Laird, Chair of Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review 

Senator Reyes, Chair of Budget Subcommittee #2 
 
RE: Senate GGRF Plan 
 
Due to actions of the Administration’s Air Resources Board and other factors, available 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funds (GGRF) are significantly less than expected when the Cap 
and Invest agreement was made last year. 
 
As a result, under the Administration’s budget proposal – which the Assembly has generally 
supported – only $250 million is available for legislative priorities (rather than the expected $1 
billion) and only $378 million is available for “Tier Three” Programs. 
 
During the June budget deliberations, the Senate made clear this was not adequate or 
acceptable and instead put an alternative plan into SB 1216 as a placeholder until a GGRF 
spending plan could be further negotiated in August. 
 
Neither the Administration, nor the Assembly, have offered a meaningful counter-proposal or 
engagement on alternatives to the Administration’s original proposal. 
 
Therefore, rather than joining the Assembly and simply approving the Administration’s 
inadequate proposal, we have now developed a much stronger spending GGRF Plan for 
2026-27.  
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As outlined below, the Senate GGRF Plan provides a total of $1.128 billion in allocations, 
including: 
 

• $750 million for Legislative priorities (up from the proposed $250 million). 

• $378 million estimated baseline funding for “Tier Three” Programs. 

• Straight forward trailer bill provisions. 
 

Senate $1.128 Billion GGRF Plan 

 

Total Proposed Discretionary Allocation within Tier 2: $750 million 

• $230 million for SB 125 transit funding. 

• $160 million for the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP).  

• $150 million for SB 901 Forest Health & Vegetation Management.  

• $125 million for the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC).  

• $55 million for the Safe & Affordable Drinking Water (SAFER) Program.  

• $20 million for AB 617 Community Air Protection Program.  

• $10 million for Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reductions 
(FARMER) Program. 

 

Estimated Baseline Funding to Tier 3 Programs: $378 million 

(Based on anticipated auction revenues per the Department of Finance) 

• $107 million for the AHSC Affordable Housing Allocation (additional funding may be 
available from the November housing bond). 

• $76 million for the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP). 

• $48 million for the AB 617 Community Air Protection Program. 

• $46 million for the AHSC Sustainable Communities Allocation. 

• $38 million for LCTOP. 

• $38 million for SB 901 Forest Health & Vegetation Management. 

• $25 million for the SAFER Program. 

 

Proposed Trailer Bill Language: 

• Implement the Climate Bureau.  

• Include interest income in the SB 840 calculation beginning in 2027-28. 

• Cap and Sunset Manufacturing Decarbonization Incentive, and prohibit any new 
allowances outside of the cap, consistent with SB 1216 subdivision (e). 
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Summary of Anticipated Program Totals: 

(in millions) 

Program/ Purpose Tier 2 
Funds  

Tier 3 
Funds  

Other 
Funds  

Total: Notes/Details 

SB 125 transit funding 230 0 
 

230 Consistent with SB 125 
funding plan 

Low Carbon Transit 
Operations Program (LCTOP) 

160 38 
 

198 Consistent with SB 840 
amount 

SB 901 Forest Health & 
Vegetation Management 

150 38 
 

188 Close to the SB 840 
amount of $200 million 

Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities  

125 46 
 

171 Specify $70 million for 
Sustainable Agricultural 
Land Conservation (SALC) 

Safe & Affordable Drinking 
Water (SAFER) Program 

55 25 100 180 Includes at least $100 
million Prop 4, totaling $180 
million for drinking water  

AB 617 Community Air 
Protection Program 

20 48 150 218 Plus $150 million General 
Fund appropriated in June, 
approx.  87% of the SB 840 
amount. Of this total, 
specify $20 million to 
communities implementing 
Community Emission 
Reduction Plans (CERPs) 

Funding Agricultural 
Replacement Measures for 
Emission Reduction 
(FARMER) 

10 0 
 

10   

AHSC Affordable Housing 
Allocation 

 
107 

 
107 Additional funding may be 

available from the 
November housing bond 

Transit and Intercity Rail 
Capital Program (TIRCP) 

 
76 

 
76   

Totals: (In Millions) $750 $378 $250 $1,378   
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How the Senate Plan is Funded: 
 

• The Senate Plan provides $50 0 million more in GGRF allocations in 2026-27 than 
proposed by the Administration. 

• The Senate Plan accomplishes this by smoothing the CalFire Backfill between the 
2026-27 and 2027-28 budget years. 

o The June Budget Agreement reflected $1.25 billion CalFire Backfill in 2026-27 
and $500 million CalFire Backfill in 2027-28. 

o Under the Senate Plan, these amounts are adjusted to $750 million in 2026-27 
and $1 billion in 2027-28. 

o Therefore, the same level of General Fund relief over the two fiscal years, but 
more available for other GGRF allocations in 2026-27. 

• The Senate expects to work to end, reduce, or at least further delay the CalFire Backfill 
during next year’s budget deliberations to help strengthen the GGRF for 2027-28. 

• The Senate Plan makes corresponding adjustments to the General Fund Surplus Set-
Aside Account to ensure the Special Fund for Economic Uncertainties (Regular 
Reserve) maintains the same level as the June budget at $4.5 billion in 2026-27 and 
$450 million in 2027-28, thus maintaining the agreement for the budget to be balanced 
through 2027-28. 

 

(in millions) 
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 TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 

55-B PLAZA CIRCLE, SALINAS, CA 93901 

(831) 775-0903 

TAMCMONTEREY.ORG 

Memorandum 
To:  TAMC Executive Committee 

From:  Christina Watson, Director of Planning  

Meeting Date:  September 2, 2026 

Subject:  Federal Legislative Update  

Surface Transportation Reauthorization Update 

Congress passes multi-year Surface Transportation Acts to fund America's public works, 
including roads, bridges, transit, and rail, providing states with long-term certainty for 
infrastructure planning and project delivery. The current version, the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law), expires on September 30, 2026.  

The primary surface transportation reauthorization bill moving through Congress is the “Building 
Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Development for America’s 250th Act” (BUILD America 
250 Act, H.R. 8870), a bipartisan five-year, $580 billion package approved by the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure on May 22. The proposal has not progressed as 
of the writing of this report. More information can be found here: 
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R48881.  

In July, the House agreed on a Continuing Resolution expiring December 4, 2026. On August 8, 
the Senate passed a Continuing Resolution through December 11, 2026. No matter which date 
they pick upon return from their August recess, the legislature is unlikely to make progress on a 
reauthorization bill during the “lame duck” session and will probably adopt another CR through 
the spring. 

Transportation, Housing & Urban Development (THUD) Appropriations Bill 

House and Senate Appropriations Committees are working toward enactment of fiscal year (FY) 
2027 spending bills ahead of the Sept. 30, 2026 funding deadline. To date, the House 
Appropriations Committee has begun marking up the 12 appropriations bills in subcommittee 
and full committee. A draft THUD appropriations bill (text) was approved by the House 
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committee (34-27) on June 3. The Senate has not yet published an appropriations bill.  

Other News 

On August 14, 2026, U.S. Department of Transportation (US DOT) Secretary Duffy announced 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is investing $5.3 billion of Federal-State Partnership 
(FSP) funds into rail projects across the U.S. that will enhance safety, upgrade critical 
infrastructure, and purchase new trainsets for Amtrak as the Department ushers in the “Golden 
Age of Rail”. The Coast Rail Coordinating Council submitted an unsuccessful application for this 
grant for a suite of projects that would have included the Pajaro and King City stations. 

On August 5, 2026, US DOT Secretary Duffy rolled out the National Roadway Safety Strategy 
(NRSS), a new interdepartmental plan to reduce traffic fatalities and injuries on our nation’s 
roadways. TAMC adopted a county-wide Vision Zero plan in May. 
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