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Brown Act Update  

How SB 707 Impacts the Transportation Agency for Monterey County  

Senate Bill (SB) 707, signed into law on October 3, 2025, makes significant changes to the Ralph 
M. Brown Act, which governs open meetings for local government agencies in California. SB 707 
can generally be broken down into three parts:  

1. The “Eligible Legislative Body” requirements, which do not apply to TAMC. 
2. The new teleconferencing rules under Section 54953.8 (there are now 

nine teleconferencing options, but not all apply to TAMC). 
3. The remaining changes to the Brown Act. 

One aspect of the law took immediate effect, and TAMC is now providing a link to the Brown 
Act on all agendas. 

Teleconferencing Rules under Section 54953.8 

As amended by SB 707, the Brown Act has new sections relating to teleconferencing, 
Government Code sections 54953.8.1 through 54953.8.7. All these requirements are effective 
January 1, 2026.  Below is a section-by-section description of the key changes: 

Section 54953.8.2 – State of Emergency (AB 361) 

The teleconferencing requirements under this Section reflect COVID-19 pandemic era Assembly 
Bill (AB) 361, except with one new twist, that local agencies may now declare local emergencies. 
State-of-Emergency teleconferencing requires a body to find that an emergency exists that 
creates a risk or danger if meeting in person. This finding must be revisited at least every 
45 days. 

Section 54953.8.3 – Just Cause (AB 2449) 

SB 707 maintains the “Just Cause” reason for using teleconferencing to attend meetings as 
established under AB 2449. (SB 707 omitted the very similar “Emergency Circumstances” 
teleconferencing rules.) The rules for “Just Cause” require:  

A)  A quorum of the body must attend from one physical location.  

  
























