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•South of Salinas Access Management 
project, “safety project” (short term)

•US 101 South of Salinas Corridor 
Improvement project EA 05-0H330 
(long term)
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Agenda – Overview of Projects
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The Issue: At Grade Intersections
Left and U-turns
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Safety Project Location:
Overlap with long-term 
SOS improvement project



Safety Project Scope
• Close all 11 median openings between Chualar 

and Salinas
• Provide 2 openings for emergency vehicle access
• Extend Chualar SB offramp storage
• Detour: AWSC at four intersections on Old Stage 

Road, including Old Stage/Chualar Rd intersection

• Stop control changes in Chualar



6

Safety Project Details

Changes in Chualar

North

Add new stop on Main St WB

SB 
Offramp
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Safety Project Schedule Update
Milestone Date
CTC Approves Safety Project (completed) January 2025
Design (underway) February 2025-July 2026
Construction Contract Award – Graniterock October 2026
Construction Start* November 2026
End Construction Summer-Fall 2027

Anticipated start of phased construction for long-term 
corridor improvement project

Mid-2031

*Full median closure tentatively targeted to occur December 2026-
January 2027. Final schedule is currently being developed by 
contractor. 
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Safety Project Public Information
*Caltrans is 
sending 
monthly email 
updates on the 
coming closure 
to interested 
parties who 
have signed up 
for our email list 
and messaging 
monthly 
through social 
media.
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Chualar Interchange reconfigured
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Update: South of Salinas Corridor 
Improvement Project (Long-term)

• Currently in environmental review phase
o Anticipated circulation of Draft Environmental Document (ED): 

Spring 2027 
o Anticipated release of Final ED: Fall 2027

• Pursuing funding: Senate Bill 1 Trade Corridor 
Enhancement Program (“TCEP”) 

• Pursuing innovative delivery: Construction 
Manager/General Contractor (“CMGC”)
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Update: South of Salinas Corridor 
Improvement Project (Long-term)

Pursuing initial funding request: Senate Bill 1 
Trade Corridor Enhancement Program 
(“TCEP”), Cycle 5 

- Application submittal in November 2026

- Award decisions will be made June 2027
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Update: South of Salinas Corridor 
Improvement Project (Long-term)

Construction Manager/General Contractor 
(“CMGC”)
- Benefits: Early collaboration to identify/address risks, 

optimize construction staging/traffic management, 
coordinate community messaging and develop cost saving 
innovations

- CMGC interviews for short-list applicants completed in mid-
October 

- Contractor procurement underway, to be completed in 
January 2027
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What’s Next?
Safety Project messaging
Started in in April 2026 and will continue 
into early 2027

Draft environmental document 
circulation meeting
Early 2027, exact dates will be posted on 
project websites:

https://engage.dot.ca.gov/05-0h330
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas  

https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/highway-101-south-of-salinas


Thank you
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