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OTHERS PRESENT:   
 Meg Henry, Caltrans District 5    Paul Ensley, City of Seaside 
 Brenda Villanueva, Monterey County Public Works 

Chair Tugel, City of Greenfield, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.  Introductions were 
made and a quorum was established. 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

2. BEGINNING OF CONSENT AGENDA 

M / S / C: Garcia / Jacobs / unanimous 

3.1 Approved the Technical Advisory Committee meeting minutes for March 6, 2025. 

 END OF CONSENT AGENDA 



4 RE-ORGANIZATION OF CALTRANS PLANNING SERVICES  

Tyler LeSage with Caltrans District 5 reported that Caltrans planning operations assists the 
Agency and its member agencies with guidance on funding resources. Staff collect and 
preset data, analyze alternatives, and create comprehensive, multimodal plans. He noted 
that these plans maximize state-of-the-art technological advancements to identify and 
initiate future State transportation investments. Mr. LeSage noted that Caltrans has 
recently gone through significant changes in the organizational structure of the Planning 
Division. He noted that the Planning Division is a bridge between its external partners and 
internal operational organizations. The District’s Local Assistance branch works in 
partnership with the Regional Transportation Agencies for each county.  

Committee member Marissa Garcia asked about the Caltrans Engagement Portal. 
Mr. LeSage reported that it is in a pilot phase and will develop further over time.  

5 US 101 SOUTH OF SALINAS UPDATE 

Meg Henry, Caltrans project manager, reported that the Transportation Agency is working 
with Caltrans and the South Salinas US 101 Traffic Safety Alliance to create a set of projects 
to address safety issues along this busy agriculture route. She noted that the project 
development team recently shared conceptual plans for long-term solutions to address 
safety and congestion issues along US 101 as follows: 

• Eliminate left turn and U-turn movements along US 101 at uncontrolled 
intersections on US 101 between Salinas and Chualar;  

• Relocate the existing interchanges at Abbott Street and Main Street in Chualar;  

• Construct frontage roads to maintain access to properties currently served by direct 
links to US 101; and  

• Eliminate uncontrolled rail crossings.  

Ms. Henry noted that Caltrans has identified a series of short-term safety improvement 
projects that can be implemented while the team continues to develop plans, secure 
funding and construct long-term solutions. She noted that these safety improvements 
include the recent completion of the Spence Road Auxiliary Lane, which provides space for 
trucks to safely accelerate from Spence Road onto US 101 and provides a deceleration lane 
for traffic exiting Eckhardt Road. The other safety improvement is to construct center 
medians along US 101 between the Abbot Street and Chualar Main Street interchanges 
that will prohibit left and U-Turns. 



Executive Director Todd Muck reported that the short-term safety improvements were 
motivated by a fatal collision last year that re-emphasized the need to address safety along 
this corridor. He noted that the Agency has been trying to get funding secured for the long-
term solution, and the project team has been conducting extensive public outreach 
highlighted by 45 public meetings held last year. 

6  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Amelia Conlen, Senior Transportation Planner, announced the Regional Vision Zero task 
force meeting dates: April 10 at the TAMC office, April 16 in Monterey and April 17 in 
Greenfield.  

7  ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:06 a.m. 


