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TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY (TAMC) 
SERVICE AUTHORITY FOR FREEWAYS AND EXPRESSWAYS 

MONTEREY COUNTY REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE JOINT POWERS AGENCY 
DRAFT MINUTES OF AUGUST 26, 2026, TAMC BOARD MEETING 

1441 Schilling Place, Salinas, CA, 93901 – Cayenne Conference Room  
Alternate Locations with Zoom Connection Open to the Public: 

168 West Alisal Street, 2nd Floor, Salinas, California 93901 
Supervisor Alejo's office 

 

TAMC BOARD MEMBERS SEP 
25 

OCT 
25 

DEC 
25 

JAN 
26 

FEB 
26 

MAR 
26 

APR 
26 

MAY 
26 

JUN 
26 

AUG 
26 

Luis Alejo, Supervisor District 1, 2  

1st Vice Chair 
(Linda Gonzales, Javier Gomez) 

P P P(A) 
(V) P P(A) 

(V) P P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) P P 

Glenn Church, Supervisor District 2, 
County Representative 
(Marilyn Vierra, Leonie Gray) 

P P P(A) P P P P P(A) P P 

Chris Lopez, Supervisor District 3,  
(Priscilla Ramos)  P P P(A) P(A) P P(A) P P(A) E P 

Wendy Root Askew, Supervisor 
District 4, Past Chair (Yuri Anderson, 
Kera Abraham Panni) 

P P(A) P(V) P P(A) 
(V) P P(A) P(A) P(A) P 

Kate Daniels, Supervisor District 5  
(Kimbley Craig) P P P(A) 

(V) E P P P(A) E P P 

Jeff Baron, Carmel-by-the-Sea  
(Robert Delves, Dale Byrne)  P A P P P P P P P(V) P 

Scott Donaldson, Del Rey Oaks  
(John Uy) P P P A P E P P P P 

Jose Rios, Gonzales, 2nd Vice Chair 
(Lorraine Worthy) P(A) P P P P(V) 

(ADA) P P P P P 

Robert White, Greenfield  
(Rachel Ortiz) P P P P P P P P P P 

Michael LeBarre, King City 
(Carlos DeLeon) P P P P P(A) 

(V) P A A P P 

Bruce Delgado, Marina  
(Jenny McAdams, Liesbeth Visscher) P P P P P P A P P P 

Edwin Smith, Monterey 
(Gino Garcia, Marissa Garcia, Andrew 
Easterling) 

E P P P P(A) P P A P P 

Chaps Poduri, Pacific Grove,  
Chair (Joe Amelio) P P(A) P P P P P P P P 

Dennis Donohue, Salinas 
City Representative (Margaret D ’Arrigo) 

P P P* P P P P P P P 

Mary Ann Carbone, Sand City 
(Marilee Diaz) P P P P P P P P P P 





























  

  

 

TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY (TAMC) 
SERVICE AUTHORITY FOR FREEWAYS AND EXPRESSWAYS 

MONTEREY COUNTY REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE JOINT POWERS AGENCY 
DRAFT MINUTES OF AUGUST 31, 2026, TAMC BOARD SPECIAL MEETING 

1441 Schilling Place, Salinas, CA, 93901 –Cayenne Conference Room  
Alternate Locations with Zoom Connection Open to the Public: 

168 West Alisal Street, 2nd Floor, Salinas, California 93901 
Supervisor Alejo's office 

1011 Broadway Street, Suite C, King City, CA 93930 
Supervisor Lopez's Office 

 

TAMC BOARD MEMBERS OCT 
25 

DEC 
25 

JAN 
26 

FEB 
26 

MAR 
26 

APR 
26 

MAY 
26 

JUN 
26 

AUG 
26, 

2026 

AUG 
31, 

2026 
Luis Alejo, Supervisor District 1, 2  

1st Vice Chair 
(Linda Gonzales, Javier Gomez) 

P P(A) 
(V) P P(A) 

(V) P P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) P P P 

Glenn Church, Supervisor District 2, 
County Representative 
(Marilyn Vierra, Leonie Gray) 

P P(A) P P P P P(A) P P E 

Chris Lopez, Supervisor District 3,  
(Priscilla Ramos)  P P(A) P(A) P P(A) P P(A) E P P(V) 

Wendy Root Askew, Supervisor 
District 4, Past Chair (Yuri Anderson, 
Kera Abraham Panni) 

P(A) P(V) P P(A) 
(V) P P(A) P(A) P(A) P P 

Kate Daniels, Supervisor District 5  
(Kimbley Craig) P P(A) 

(V) E P P P(A) E P P P(A) 

Jeff Baron, Carmel-by-the-Sea  
(Robert Delves, Dale Byrne)  A P P P P P P P(V) P P 

Scott Donaldson, Del Rey Oaks  
(John Uy) P P A P E P P P P P 

Jose Rios, Gonzales, 2nd Vice Chair 
(Lorraine Worthy) P P P P(V) 

(ADA) P P P P P P 

Robert White, Greenfield  
(Rachel Ortiz) P P P P P P P P P P 

Michael LeBarre, King City 
(Carlos DeLeon) P P P P(A) 

(V) P A A P P P 

Bruce Delgado, Marina  
(Jenny McAdams, Liesbeth Visscher) P P P P P A P P P P 

Edwin Smith, Monterey 
(Gino Garcia, Marissa Garcia, Andrew 
Easterling) 

P P P P(A) P P A P P P 

Chaps Poduri, Pacific Grove,  
Chair (Joe Amelio) P(A) P P P P P P P P P 

Dennis Donohue, Salinas P P* P P P P P P P P 
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City Representative (Margaret D ’Arrigo) 

Mary Ann Carbone, Sand City 
(Marilee Diaz) P P P P P P P P P P 

Ian Oglesby, Seaside 
(David Pacheco) P(A) P P P P P P P P P 

Anna Velazquez, Soledad  
(Fernando Ansaldo-Sanchez)  P P P E E P(V) 

JC 1 P P P E 

Ex Officio Members: 
OCT 
25 

DEC 
25 

JAN 
26 

FEB 
26 

MAR 
26 

APR 
26 

MAY 
26 

JUN 
26 

AUG 
26, 

2026 

AUG 
31, 

2026 
Maura Twomey, AMBAG 
(Heather Adamson, Bhupendra Patel, 
Paul Hierling) 

P(A) P(A) 
(V) P(A) P P(A) 

(V) P P P(A) P(A) 
(V) E 

Scott Eades, Caltrans, Dist. 5 
(Orchid Monroy Ochoa, John Olejnik, 
Richard Rosales, Brandy Rider, Kyle 
Birch, Kelly McClendon; Paul Valadão) 

P P(A) 
(V) P(A) P(A) P P(A) P(A) P(A) P(A) 

(V) E 

Richard Stedman,  
Monterey Bay Air Resources District  
(David Frisbey) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) E 

Dino Pick, Monterey Regional Airport 
District (Carl Miller) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) A P P(V) P(V) 

Carl Sedoryk, Monterey-Salinas 
Transit 
(Lisa Rheinheimer,  
Michelle Overmeyer) 

P P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) P P(V) P P P P E 

Eduardo Montesino, Watsonville A A A A A A A A A A 

Glen Nelson, CSUMB 
(Matthew McCluney) 

P(A) 
(V) 

P(A) 
(V) A A P(A) 

(V) 
P(A) 
(V) E E E E 

P = present; P(A) = alternate present; P(V) = videoconference; E = excused absence; ADA= American Disabilities 
Act; JC# =Just Cause; A = absent; P*= New Representative 

TAMC STAFF OCT 
25 

DEC 
25 

JAN 
26 

FEB 
26 

MAR 
26 

APR 
26 

MAY 
26 

JUN 
26 

AUG 
26, 

2026 

AUG 
31, 

2026 
O. Barajas, Transportation Planner     P* P P P P E 
A. Cook, Principal Transp. Planner     P* P P P P E 
N. Gomez, TAMC Intern P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) P(V) E 
A. Green, Principal Transp. Planner E P P P P P(V) P(V) P P E 
A. Guther, Assoc. Transp. Planner P P P P(V) P P P(V) P P(V) E 
A. Hernandez, Assoc. Transp. Planner P P P P P P P P P P 
J. Hernandez, Principal Engineer        P* P E 
J. Kise, Dir. Finance & Administration P P P P P(V) P E E P P 
S. Linnevers, Transportation Planner      P* P P P P(V) 
M. Montiel, Administrative Assistant P P P P P P E P P P 
T. Muck, Executive Director P P P P P P P P P P 
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M. Park, Finance Officer P P P P P P P P P P 
E. Rodriguez, Clerk of the Board P P P P E P P P P P 
M. Sheehan, Finance Assistant P P P P P P E P P E 
J. Strause, Sr. Transp. Planner P P P E P P P P P P(V) 
S. Strong, Legal Counsel P P P P P P P P P P 
C. Watson, Director of Planning P P P P P P P P(V) P P(V) 
L. Williamson, Senior Engineer P P P P P P P P P P(V) 
B. Wilson, TAMC Intern P* P(V) P(V) P(V) P P E E P E 
T. Wright, Community Outreach  P E E P P P(V) P P(V) P E 
M. Zeller, Director of Programming & 
Project Delivery 

P P P P P P P P P P 

 OTHERS PRESENT 

 Javier Gomez Monterey County District 1 Eric Petersen Public 
 Priscilla Ramos Monterey County District 3 Audrey Cray City of Sand City 
 Kera Abraham Panni Monterey County District 4 Diana Garrett Caltrans District 5 
 Vibeke Norgaard City of Sand City Manager Jason Retterer Public 

 Nick McIlroy Sand City Planning Manager Harold Surh Public 

 Michael Grove EMC/Sand City   

1. QUORUM CHECK – CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Poduri called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. Elouise Rodriguez, Senior Administrative 
Assistant/Clerk of the Board, called the roll and confirmed a quorum was established. Chair Poduri led the 
pledge of allegiance. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 No Public Comment. 

3. SAND CITY BIKE TRAIL AND PARKING PROJECT 

 The Board of Directors received a presentation from Vibeke Norgaard, City Manager for the City of Sand 
City, regarding its proposed use of portions of the Monterey Branch Line corridor for the Sand City Trail 
and Parking Project. Ms. Norgaard noted that the City of Sand City is proposing to construct a multi-use 
trail and parking within portions of the Monterey Branch Line right-of-way and is seeking a Use 
Agreement to authorize use of Agency-owned property. Ms. Norgaard reported on the key terms in the 
settlement agreement with the Seaside car dealers, Sand City’s grant applications, and what Sand City is 
requesting from TAMC. 

Board Member Askew expressed her support for the project and hopes a fair compromise can be 
found. Board Member Donaldson noted that connecting to other regional trails is important, noting the 
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key to the Board’s decision is determining what portion of the project presents a general public benefit 
and what benefits Sand City directly.  

Public comment: 

Jason Retterer, an attorney representing the Land Rover and Lexus dealerships, expressed his 
appreciation for the work by Sand City, Seaside, and TAMC to find a way forward. 

Eric Petersen, public, asked that the trail design follow the Caltrans Highway Design Manual to ensure 
bicycle safety. 

Diana Garrett, Caltrans District 5 Local Assistance, commented the Sand City multi-use trail project is 
funded in part by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Carbon Reduction Program, which 
requires the grant recipient to meet federal requirements and that the Use Agreement will need to 
include terms that will allow the multi-use trail to be maintained and operated for a reasonable long 
time.  

Please click on the link for a full copy of Sand City’s presentation: 
https://tamcmonterey.specialdistrict.org/files/264f44512/Sand+City++Presentation.pdf  

4. CLOSED SESSION 

 PUBLIC COMMENT on the Closed Session:  

Board Member Carbone recused herself from the closed session. Mayor Donohue left the meeting at the 
beginning of closed session, and Mayor Delgado transitioned to teleconferencing pursuant to 
Government Code section 54953.8.3 to conduct official business on behalf of the City of Marina.   

The Board entered into closed session pursuant to REAL ESTATE NEGOTIATIONS. Pursuant to 
Government Code section §54956.8, confer with real property negotiators concerning the disposition of 
Agency-owned property.  

 Property: Monterey Branch Line 
 Agency negotiators: Todd Muck, Jeff Kise, Mi Ra Park, Aaron Hernandez 
 Negotiating parties: TAMC and City of Sand 
 Under Negotiation: Price and Terms of Payment 

RECONVENED 

The Board of Directors reconvened in open session and Chair Poduri reported no actions were taken. 

  



Transportation Agency for Monterey County Special Meeting Draft Minutes of August 31, 2026  

https://tamcmonterey.sharepoint.com/sites/Committees/Shared Documents/TAMC Board/2020-2029/2026/08-August/SPECIAL MEETING/TAMC Draft 
Minutes_August 31-2026_TM - Copy.docx 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND/OR COMMENTS 

 None. 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Poduri adjourned the meeting at 10:19 a.m. 

 









Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC)
Operating Account

August 2026

Date Num Name Description Debit Credit

08/01/2026 22639 Clinica de Salud del Valle de Salinas TAMC Office Rent/Utilities 9,495.99

08/03/2026 DEP Railroad Right of Way Lease Railroad Right of Way Lease 25,924.46

08/03/2026 DEP Railroad Right of Way Lease Railroad Right of Way Lease 1,500.00

08/04/2026 EFT CalPers Health Benefits Employee Benefits 31,564.56

08/06/2026 22640 Allied Delta Dental Employee Benefits 1,585.53

08/06/2026 22641 AMBAG Central Coast Newsletter 2,000.00

08/06/2026 22642 Ausonio Inc. Construction Management (New Office) 1,372.12

08/06/2026 22643 Auto Care Towing Towing Services 876.00

08/06/2026 22644 ClientFirst Consulting Group, LLC ERP Consulting 1,438.80

08/06/2026 22645 Ecology Action Direct Program Expense 86,525.29

08/06/2026 22646 HDR Engineering Inc. Direct Program Expense 9,553.53

08/06/2026 22647 J.A.V. Language Solutions LLC Language Interpretation Services 200.00

08/06/2026 22648 Khouri Consulting LLC Legislative Consultant 7,000.00

08/06/2026 22649 Knightscope Inc. HW Callboxes 1,848.66

08/06/2026 22650 Oppidea, LLC Accounting Services 3,000.00

08/06/2026 22651 Silkscreen Express 130.27

08/06/2026 22652 Taber Drilling (V) Geotech Drilling 42,623.75

08/06/2026 22653 U.S. Bank CAL-Card Credit Card 12,450.84

08/06/2026 22654 San Luis Obispo Council of Governments Meetings 3,000.00

08/06/2026 DEP King City Regional Development Impact Fees (RDIF) 171,905.90

08/06/2026 DEP State of California Program Reimbursement 99,600.62

08/13/2026 EFT Guther, Alissa (V) Expense Reimbursement 144.85

08/13/2026 EFT Linnevers, Sophia (V) Expense Reimbursement 153.74

08/13/2026 EFT Park, Mi Ra (V) Expense Reimbursement 2,830.23

08/14/2026 ACH Payroll Payroll 73,409.38

08/14/2026 E-pay CalPERS 457 Employee Benefits 11,957.69

08/14/2026 E-pay CalPers Retirement Employee Benefits 10,097.59

08/14/2026 E-pay CalPers Retirement PEPRA Employee Benefits 7,801.43

08/14/2026 E-pay EDD Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 7,233.09

08/14/2026 E-pay United States Treasury Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 16,098.72

08/14/2026 DEP State of California Program Reimbursement 120,509.90

08/20/2026 DEP Railroad Right of Way Lease Railroad Right of Way Lease 9,598.39

08/21/2026 22655 AAMCOM LLC Call Box - Phone Services 861.00

08/21/2026 22656 APWA Dues & Subscriptions 1,054.00

08/21/2026 22657 Associated Right of Way Services Inc. (V) Rail Relocation Services 150.20

08/21/2026 22658 AT&T - Calnet Telephone Expense 1,149.01

08/21/2026 22659 Fedex (Postage) Delivery Service 10.34

08/21/2026 22660 Fehr & Peers (V) ATP and Traffic Stress Evaluation 18,556.17

08/21/2026 22661 GHD Inc. Direct Program Expense - FORTAG Design and ROW 80,275.60

08/21/2026 22662 Granite Rock Company Direct Program Expense - Construction 1,377,143.64

08/21/2026 22663 J.A.V. Language Solutions LLC Language Interpretation Services 459.95

08/21/2026 22664 VOID VOID 0.00

08/21/2026 22665 Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc. Regional Impact Fee Consultants 147,278.13

08/21/2026 22666 Knightscope Inc. HW Callboxes 1,848.66

08/21/2026 22667 Luis Rodriguez KC Sidewalk Artist 4,900.00

08/21/2026 22668 Mark Thomas & Company, Inc. FORTAG Grant Consultant 8,436.75

08/21/2026 22669 Mimi Black KC Sidewalk Artist 4,900.00

08/21/2026 22670 MNS Engineers, INC. Design Construction Services 242,590.35

08/21/2026 22671 Nature Conservancy, The Environmental Consulting 12,489.05

08/21/2026 22672 Ng, Lom & Ng LLP Consultant 15,900.00

08/21/2026 22673 Pacific Gas and Electric Company - Progra Direct Program Expense - Construction 9,982.05

08/21/2026 22674 SDRMA-Workers Comp Program Employee Benfits-Worker's Compensation 11,520.77

08/21/2026 22675 Shell Auto Expense - Gasoline 74.03
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Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC)
Operating Account

August 2026

08/21/2026 22676 Smith & Enright Landscaping Inc. Weed Abatement/Property Clean-Up 26,485.00

08/21/2026 22677 Union Pacific Railroad Company Design Engineering 13,913.60

08/21/2026 22678 Valentino Melchor KC Sidewalk Artist 14,700.00

08/21/2026 22679 Verizon Wireless Call Box-Phone Service 46.65

08/21/2026 22680 Whitson Engineers Inc. Project Development Services Carmel Hil & River Bike Trail 234.00

08/21/2026 DEP County of Monterey Interfund transfer 1,330,000.00

08/21/2026 EFT County of Monterey Interfund transfer King City (RDIF) 171,905.90

08/24/2026 EFT United States Treasury Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 2,887.37

08/25/2026 EFT United States Treasury Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 275.45

08/28/2026 ACH Payroll Payroll  73,710.32

08/28/2026 E-pay CalPERS 457 Employee Benefits 11,823.03

08/28/2026 E-pay CalPers Retirement Employee Benefits 10,097.59

08/28/2026 E-pay CalPers Retirement PEPRA Employee Benefits 7,626.13

08/28/2026 E-pay EDD Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 7,160.94

08/28/2026 E-pay United States Treasury Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 16,045.77

08/28/2026 E-pay EDD Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 154.69

08/28/2026 E-pay United States Treasury Payroll Taxes and Withholdings 185.00

08/28/2026 E-pay CalPERS 457 Employee Benefits 153.24

08/28/2026 E-pay CalPers Retirement PEPRA Employee Benefits 300.35

08/29/2026 DEP State of California SAFE 36,976.04

08/31/2026 EFT Ameriflex (V) Employee Benefits 748.84

1,796,015.31 2,642,425.63

1,796,015.31 2,642,425.63
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Contracts for services and annual extensions of such contracts for $50,000 or less  
may be approved by the Executive Director,  

if the revenue source for the specific contract is in the approved Agency budget  
or is approved by a specific Agency Board action.   

The Executive Director shall include a quarterly report to the Board identifying  
any contracts valued at $50,000 and under, entered into in the preceding quarter. 

 
Contracts Under $50,000  
(but greater than $5,000) 

Board Report date: September 2026 
 

Staff  Consulting Firm/ 
Agency  Contract Activity Start Date End Date Contract 

amount 
Work 

Element 
Fund 

Source 

Ariana CCA Amendment #1 5/15/2024 6/30/2027 $30,975.28 7100 
 Measure X 

        

 
 







Vasquez and Company LLP – AMENDMENT #2 
Approved by the TAMC Board of Directors September 23, 2026 
 

AMENDMENT #2 TO THE AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
BETWEEN 

THE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 
AND 

VASQUEZ AND COMPANY LLP 
 

 THIS AMENDMENT NO. 2 to the agreement dated September 23, 2026, between the 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County, hereinafter referred to as “TAMC,” and Vasquez 
and Company LLP, hereinafter referred to as “Consultant,” is hereby entered into between TAMC 
and Consultant. 

R E C I T A L S: 

A. WHEREAS, TAMC and Consultant entered into an agreement for professional services on 
April 23, 2025, hereinafter referred to as “Agreement;” and  

B. WHEREAS, on April 23, 2026, TAMC and Consultant entered into Amendment No. 1 to 
increase the contract amount by $25,000 resulting from FY23-24 report delays by the 
prior auditor; and 

C. WHEREAS, TAMC and Consultant wish to enter into Amendment No. 2 to increase the 
contract amount by $18,000 for a total not-to-exceed amount of $272,600 to provide for 
additional professional hours and substantive testing associated with leases, pension and 
OPEB balances, SBITA beginning balances, and the reconciliation and adjustment of GASB 
34 account opening balances to agree with Fiscal Year 2024 ending balances, including 
additional audit procedures necessitated by the absence of schedules and supporting 
information from the predecessor auditor, thereby extending the timeline for 
Consultant's review and related work. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree to amend the Agreement as follows: 

1. PAYMENTS TO CONSULTANT; MAXIMUM LIABILITY 

Paragraph 2 of the Agreement is amended as follows (changes in strikeout and underline):  
“Subject to the limitations set forth herein, TAMC shall pay to Consultant the amounts 
provided in Exhibit B: Budget, upon receipt and acceptance of deliverables listed therein.  
Each payment by TAMC shall be for a specific deliverable or services outlined in Exhibit A: 
Scope of Work and Schedule.  The maximum amount payable to the Consultant under 
this Agreement is set forth in Exhibit B: Budget and shall not exceed the amount of Two 
Hundred Fifty-Four Thousand Six Hundred Dollars Two Hundred Seventy-Two Thousand 
Six Hundred Dollars ($254,600 272,600).  If there is any conflict between the terms of this 
Agreement and the terms of either Exhibit A (Scope of Work and Schedule) or Exhibit B  
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September 8, 2026 

TO: Board Members, Transportation Agency for Monterey County  

FROM: Gus Khouri, Partner, Actum II LLC 

RE: STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 

General Outlook 

Due to the 72-hour print rule under Proposition 54 of 2016, the legislature extended the end of 
the two-year Regular Session from August 31 through September 1, to address items pertaining 
to outstanding budget items, including the Cap and Invest Program. Governor Newsom will 
have until September 30 to sign or veto legislation. 

Temporary Deal Reached on Cap and Invest Funding for Tier 3 Programs 

On September 1, the legislature sent Senate Bill (SB) 193 (Committee on Budget) to Governor 
Newsom's desk. This bill represents a short-term compromise on maintaining investments 
through Cap and Invest auction proceeds for programs referred to as Tier 3 priorities such as air 
quality, affordable housing, public transportation, safe drinking water, and decarbonization of 
agricultural equipment. SB 193 makes this possible by dedicating new Cap and Invest revenue 
($128 million), using $500 million in annual Cap and Invest interest earnings, and pushing back 
$500 million of the CalFire obligation to fiscal year (FY) 27-28. 

Under the Cap-and-Trade program, which ran through June 30, 2026, the Transit and Intercity 
Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) receives 10%, and the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program 
(LCTOP) receives 5% of all proceeds. In FY 25-26, the program generated $4.4 billion, resulting 
in $440 million for TIRCP and $220 million for LCTOP. The extension and rebranding of Cap and 
Trade to Cap and Invest has made things challenging, as those programs are the lowest priority. 
The SB 840 expenditure plan caps TIRCP at $400 million, LCTOP at $200 million, and the 
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) Program at $800 million — a 10% 
reduction from Cap-and-Trade levels. 

However, industry's reluctance to purchase emission credits is preventing the state from 
realizing those funding levels. Industry has also been importing energy to circumvent California 
regulations, a practice known as "leakage." The Air Resources Board is fighting to curb this 







 

 
 

 
 

 TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 

55-B PLAZA CIRCLE, SALINAS, CA 93901 

(831) 775-0903 

TAMCMONTEREY.ORG 

Memorandum 
To:  TAMC Board of Directors 

From:  Christina Watson, Director of Planning  

Meeting Date:  September 23, 2026 

Subject:  Federal Legislative Update  

Surface Transportation Reauthorization Update 

Congress passes multi-year Surface Transportation Acts to fund America's public works, 
including roads, bridges, transit, and rail, providing states with long-term certainty for 
infrastructure planning and project delivery. The current version, the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law), expires on September 30, 2026.  

The primary surface transportation reauthorization bill moving through Congress is the “Building 
Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Development for America’s 250th Act” (BUILD America 
250 Act, H.R. 8870), a bipartisan five-year, $580 billion package approved by the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure on May 22. The proposal has not progressed as 
of the writing of this report. M  

On September 2, the President signed a Continuing Resolution (CR) extending transportation 
funding authority through December 11, 2026. The bill (H.R. 6500) is both a CR that funds the 
Federal Government, including Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), and U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) programs, and a short-term 
Surface Transportation Authorization extension through December 11, 2026. However, the bill 
does not include advance appropriations, a form of guaranteed funding provided by the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). Without advance appropriations, the bill cuts 
Federal public transit investment by 20 percent from current Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 funding levels. 
It cuts passenger rail investment by 81 percent, and passenger rail receives no guaranteed 
funding.  

The legislature is unlikely to make progress on a reauthorization bill during the “lame duck” 
session and will probably adopt another CR through the spring. 

https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R48881
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6500?hl=HR6500&s=3&r=2


https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP00/20260603/119362/HMKP-119-AP00-20260603-SD003.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/fy27-transportation-housing-and-urban-development-and-related-agencies-subcommittee-mark.pdf
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/fy-2024-2026-national-partnership-project-selections-map
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/fy-2024-2026-national-partnership-project-selections-map
https://railroads.dot.gov/about-fra/communications/newsroom/press-releases/golden-age-rail-trumps-transportation-secretary-0
https://railroads.dot.gov/about-fra/communications/newsroom/press-releases/golden-age-rail-trumps-transportation-secretary-0
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2026-08/USDOT-National-Roadway-Safety-Strategy-2026.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2026-08/USDOT-National-Roadway-Safety-Strategy-2026.pdf






https://www.tamcmonterey.org/rail-policy-committee-3fc7aa0#docaccess-f64d6e1a4e9bb0e7a7f036d7433afb58
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/bike-and-pedestrian-facilities-advisory-committee
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/technical-advisory-committee-0d54820
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/measure-x-citizens-oversight-committee-meetings


DRAFT MINUTES 

TRANSPORTATION AGENCY FOR MONTEREY COUNTY 
SERVICE AUTHORITY FOR FREEWAYS EMERGENCIES AND MONTEREY COUNTY  

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE JOINT POWERS AGENCY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Members: Chaps Poduri (Chair), Luis Alejo (1st Vice Chair), Jose Rios (2nd Vice Chair), Wendy Root 
Askew (Past Chair), Glenn Church (County representative), Dennis Donohue (City representative) 

Wednesday, September 2, 2026 
*** 9:00 a.m. *** 

Transportation Agency Conference Room, 55-B Plaza Circle, Salinas CA 
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P(A) 
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Jose Rios, 2nd Vice Chair, 
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P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

Wendy Root Askew, Past 
Chair, Supervisor District 4, 
(Yuri Anderson, 
Kera Abraham Panni) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P(A) 
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P(A) 
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P 
(VC) 

P(A) 
(VC) 

Glenn Church, County 
Representative, Supervisor 
District 2, (Marilyn Vierra, 
Leonie Gray) 

P P 
(VC) 

P(A) P(A) P P P 
(VC) 

P(A) 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

P 
(VC) 

Dennis Donohue, City 
Representative, City of 
Salinas (Margaret D’Arrigo) 

P 
(VC) 

E P 
(VC) 

*P P P P A P P 

 
P = Present  A = Absent 
P(A) = Alternate present E = Excused 
*= New Representative  (VC) Video Conference 

(TC) = Teleconference  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Poduri called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Roll call was taken, and a quorum was 
confirmed.  



Staff present: Kise, Linnevers, Muck, Park, Rodriguez, Strause, Watson, and Zeller. 

Others present: Shane Strong, TAMC Counsel; Gus Khouri, Khouri Consulting LLC; Javier 
Gomez and Jasmine Cortez Mejia, Monterey County District 1 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

On a motion by Committee Member Rios and seconded by Committee Member Church, the 
Committee voted 6-0 to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

Approved the minutes from the Executive Committee meeting of August 5, 2026. 

4. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

The Committee received an update on state and federal legislative issues. On a motion by 
Committee Member Poduri and seconded by Committee Member Donohue, the Committee 
voted 6-0 to recommend the Board adopt positions on legislation as follows: 

 Senate Bill (SB) 1087 (Cabaldon): “Transportation planning: sustainable communities 
strategies: transportation funding programs," changing from a "support if amended" to 
a "support" position. 

Gus Khouri, Agency State Legislative Analyst, reported that Legislators worked all weekend 
in a race to finish up business by the close of the 2-year legislative session on August 31. He 
reported that the budget anticipates a $39 billion surplus (when the draft budget 
anticipated a $2.9 billion deficit). Mr. Khouri reported on changes to the Cap & Invest 
(formerly Cap & Trade) program that will dramatically decrease funding available for 
transportation and housing. The good news is that SB 193 is on the Governor’s desk pending 
his signature which provides funding for public transportation, which is vital for Monterey-
Salinas Transit. 

Christina Watson, Director of Planning, included a memo in the agenda regarding the 
federal legislative activities, which notes that the current transportation authorization bill 
expires on September 30, and Congress is likely to pass a short-term Continuing Resolution 
to December.  

  



5. TAMC BOARD AGENDA  

Todd Muck, Executive Director, reviewed the draft regular and consent agenda for the 
TAMC Board meeting of September 23, 2026. After the Executive Committee discussion, 
directions were provided to staff to place the following items for consideration on the 
regular agenda:  

 Safe Streets Together Monterey County safety awareness campaign update 

 State Route 156 / Castroville Boulevard update 

6.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chair Poduri announced that the Executive Director and Agency Counsel evaluation forms 
were sent to the TAMC Board Members yesterday and are due to him by September 24, 
2026. 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Poduri adjourned the meeting at 9:26 a.m. 



https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/30d49ca11/SGC+-+TCC+-+Marina+Cypress+Knolls.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/30d49ca11/SGC+-+TCC+-+Marina+Cypress+Knolls.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/30d49ca11/SGC+-+TCC+-+Marina+Cypress+Knolls.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/30d49ca11/SGC+-+TCC+-+Marina+Cypress+Knolls.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/b35749d1d/Wiard-Bauer+-+MST+LowNo+Application+-+High-Capacity+Buses+-+Letter+of+Support.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/b35749d1d/Wiard-Bauer+-+MST+LowNo+Application+-+High-Capacity+Buses+-+Letter+of+Support.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/b35749d1d/Wiard-Bauer+-+MST+LowNo+Application+-+High-Capacity+Buses+-+Letter+of+Support.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/695e208a0/O%27Gara-Salinas_Rail_Design-Budget-reallocation-5-2026-08-13.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/695e208a0/O%27Gara-Salinas_Rail_Design-Budget-reallocation-5-2026-08-13.pdf
https://www.tamcmonterey.org/files/695e208a0/O%27Gara-Salinas_Rail_Design-Budget-reallocation-5-2026-08-13.pdf

















